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lUIEB.AGE FROM TIHOE ( C m  

It was just about a year ago that I was 
beginning to wonder exactly what I had let 
myself in for when I agreed to be the Chair of 
this Division. Now -- a very short year later -- 
my term as chair is almost over. I have found it  
t o  be a very worthwhile and satisfying 
experience and I would urge any of you who 
may be called upon for this type of service in the 
fbture to give it  very serious thought. Preparing 
a division program for the conference is an 
interesting challenge; also, one really gets to 
know more members of the Division, as well as 
many members of other Divisions, and gains a 
far better sense of the whole Association. So, if 
you're ever called upon by a Nominating 
Committee to become a division officer, think 
about saying yes. The work isn't so bad and the 
experience is valuable. My thanks to the 
Division for making this year such a rewarding 
and pleasant one for me! 

There are two items of Association interest 
that I wanted to mention: First, you may recall 
that in the last Bulletin I noted that Cleveland 
would not be the site of the 1990 Annual 
Conference as originally planned; it  has since 
been announced that the 1990 Conference will be 
held in Pittsburgh. Next, I wanted .to give you 
early warning about a bylaw change which was 
approved by the Board of Directors in January 
and which, after review by legal counsel, will be 
coming to the SLA membership for approval. 
Some of you may recall how difficult is has been 
for any bylaws revisions to be ratified, since the 
current bylaws require a 40% ballot return, as 
well as the 213 vote in favor of the amendment, 
for any change to pass. The problem has been 

Mav 1988 

(CAM I[LILE WANAT 

that 40% of the ballots have not been returned; 
as a result, there have been no revisions to our 
Association's bylaws since 1974. The bylaws 
change which will come to the membership for 
a vote would change the required ballot return to 
25%; the catch is that, for one last time, 40% of 
the ballots for this change will have to be 
returned. So it is crucial that, when this 
revision comes to a membership vote, everyone 
returns their ballot. 

And now some items of divisional interest: As 
a result of the P-A-M division's sponsorship of 
the talk by Dr. Judith Bardwick on career 
plateauing, the Division has been given a free 
copy of her book, The Plateauing Trap; there 
will be a drawing for this book at the Division's 
annual meeting. So be sure to come to the 
meeting; you may win the book! 

I want to thank all of you who responded to 
Wally Pegram's request for library instruction 
and orientation materials for the Division's 
clearinghouse a t  the conference. Wally tells me 
that he has received a lot of interesting items, 
which we can look forward to examining at the 
Division's Open House on Monday night of the 
Conference. 

Lastly, I want to extend special thanks on 
behalf of the Division to Karen Croneis and 
David Stern for their work in preparing 
bibliographies of core reference works in 
mathematics and in physics and astronomy, 
respectively. Their work comprises the 
Division's contribution to the forthcoming SLA 
publication "An SLA Division Bibliography of 
Best Reference Works." 

SLA plans to publish this title this summer. 

DIVISION 6 1  JLLETIN - S .L .A.  
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P-A-M Officers 198711 988: 

Chair: 
Camille Wanat 
Engineering Library, 110 Bechtel Building 
University of California, Berkeley 
Berkeley, CA 94720 

(41 5) 642-3532 

Chair-Elect: 
Helen Z. Knudsen 
California Institute of Technology 
Astrophysics Library 105-24 

Pasadena, CA 91 125 
(81 8) 356-4008 

Secretary: 
Karen S. Croneis 
Mathematics-Physics-Astronomy Library 
RLM 4.200 
University of Texas at Austin 
Austin, TX 78712-7330 
(5 12) 471 -7539 

Treasurer 
Bruce Pelz 
Engineering and Mathematical Sciences Library 
8251 Boelter Hall 
University of California, Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, CA 90024 

(21 3) 825-4035 

Longtime P-A-M member Marjorie J.  
Benzinger, associate librarian and coordinator of 
the Branch Libraries of the State University of 
New York a t  Buffalo, died in December. 
Marjorie had worked as senior reference 
librarian a t  the Eastern Branch of the 
Monmouth County Library, New Jersey, as 
mathematics librarian a t  MIT, and as reference 
and serials librarian a t  the Harvard Medical 
School Library. 

Be Wary! Gordon and Breach (STBS Ltd.) will not 
accept cancellations of volumes once the volume has 
begun publication. As it sometimes takes them three years 
to publish a single volume, timing of the cancellation is 
important. Also, since they may bill for three volumes at 
a time (in volume blocks), it is not clear whether you 
would have to pay for volumes 27 and 28 of a volume 
block 26-28 if you cancelled and had already received part 
of volume 26. 

P-A-M Librarian in Print 

The latest issue of Special Libraries (Spring 1988) 
contains a n  article by David Stern (pp. 139-1421, 
Entitled "An alternative national electronic mail 
network for libraries," the  article chronicles the 
P-A-M Division's use of BITNET for networking. 
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Report of the Membership Committee, Dorothy McGarry, 
Chair 

E-mail: 

Liz Bryson 
uucp:library@cfhtvax.mko.hawaii.edu 
Bimet: library%cfhtvax.mko.hawaii.edu@rutgers.edu 

Nancy Gubman 
Bimet: GUBMAN@NYUACF 

Joyce Rey-Watson (change) 
Bimet: JOYCEMR@CFA8 
SPAN: CFA8::JOYCEMR 

Camille Wanat 
Bimet: SCI-AE@ UCBGARNE 

Changes: 

June Armstrong 
13929 Riverside Dr. 
Sherman Oaks, CA 9 1423 

Jean M. Bankhead 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
MASC Library MC5,325 Broadway 
Boulder, CO 80303 

Camille S. Clark 
4975 Harrison Dr., #23 
Las Vegas, NV 89120 

Alice L. Primack 
add mailing address: 
3657 N W  40 PI. 
Gainesville, FL 32605 

Philene E. Vaivods 
add telephone number: 
(213) 648-8630 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Nadja Adolf 
Powell's International Book Center 
7 NW Ninth St. 
Portland, OR 97209 
(503) 227-5614 

K. Jo Butterworth 
Mathematical Sciences Research Institute (MSRI) 
1000 Centennial Drive 
Berkeley, CA 94720 
(415) 642-0143 
Mailing address: 
11 15 Miller Ave. 
Berkeley, CA 94708 
Area of interest: Mathematics 

Donna E. Cromer 
Centennial Science and Engineering Library 
University of New Mexico 
Albuquerque, NM 8713 1 
(5 15) 277-4753 
Mailing address: 
930 Madeira St. 
Albuquerque, NM 87108 
Areas of interest: Physics, astronomy, and mathematics 

Pamela L. Enrici 
University of Minnesota 
Learning Resource Center Library 
Duluth, MN 558 12 

J. Melanie H. Landry 
9130 Bliss Rd. 
Baton Rouge, LA 708 11 

Melodie A. Salzer 
Arecibo Observatory 
P.O. Box 995 
Arecibo, PR 006 13 
(809) 878-2612 

Camille Wanat 
Engineering Library, 110 Bechtel Building 
University of California, Berkeley 
Berkeley, CA 94720 
(415) 642-3532 Pzge 33, 
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Elizabeth J. Singh 
9126 S. Contour 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809 
(504) 77 1-2862 

Ronald C. Weber 
1 1 17 W. Flamingo 
Seabrook, TX 77586 
(713) 474-7481 

Thomas R. Zogg 
100 Elizabeth St., Ap. 508 
Duluth, MN 55803 

DROP: 

Ellen Koutsis Dobi 

Ru&ess M e e u .  13 J u n e  

1.  Approval of the minutes of the June  1987 
Annual Business Meeting. 

2 .  Reports of Officers and Committees: 
a) Report of the Chair-Elect 
b) Treasurer's Report 
C) Nominating Committee report and election 

of officers 
d) Membership Committee report, including 

welcome of new members 
e) Awards Committee report 
f )  Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on 

3. Unfinished business 
a) Stickers 

The following information was received after the deadline 4 .  New business 
a) Revision of the Union List of Serials 

for submitting changes to the PAM Membership Directory 
which will be issued in June 1988. 5.  Announcements: 

- location of Division Suite 
Christine D. Bailey: drop - drawing for a copy of The Plateauing Trap 
Marjorie J. Benzinger: drop - update on the International Colloquium on 

M. ~ ~ ~ k :  add telephone number (201) 829-5711 . Library and Information Services in Astronomy 

K. Jo Butterworth: work address and area of interest 
(listed above) ---l_-l-----------le------------------- 

Jane P. Ciosek: drop Federal Reporter News from A .  Del 
Dorothy B. Cowe: drop 
Donna E. Cromer: work address and areas of interest 

Frate, NASA - NTT 

(listed above) 
Mary H. Kay: drop 
Harry P. Llull: change of telephone number to (505) 
277-4734 
Katherine R. Smith: drop 
Marilyn H. Steinberg: change of address to 31 Summer 
La., Frarningharn, MA 0 170 1 
Kathryn Strand: drop 
Julia H. Triplehorn: drop 
John F. Vandermolen: drop 
Frances B. Waranius: change of mailing address to 2018 
Country Ridge Dr., Houston, TX 77062 
Ludmilla P. Wightman: drop 
Yvette N. Woell: drop 

FBI: I ib ra rv  Awareness Program 
A substantive review of the FBI 
iniative appears in the  April 9, 1988, 
issue of the Nation (pp. 497-5021, SLA's 
David Bender has wri t ten  to the 
Director of the FBI asking him if, in 
fact, the  FBI is stating tha t  the 
"Specialized Libraries Association" is 
SLA. He re-affirms SLA's long-standing 
position of unrestricted access to 
information and the  confidentiality of 
library records. The entire situation 
will be discussed a t  the  SLA Board of 

Total membership in PAM, as of April 5,1988, is 134. Directors Meeting in Denver. Libraries 
contacted b y  the  FBI r e  the 
reading/copying habits of foreigners 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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should alert  Sandy Morton in SLA's 
Washington office: (202) 234-4700. 

NOAA J .ibrar?r 
The NOAA Library is expected to 
re-occupy its refurbished/cleaned site 
during this summer .  The contract to 
Aspen Systems Corporation is scheduled 
for its operational start-up on Ju ly  31, 
1988. The address will be (again): 

6009 Executive Blvd. 
Rockville, MD 20852 

Reference Desk: 301-443-8330 
ILL: 301-443-8334 

NTIS 
No further  information on the 
privatization issue as  of press time 

In 1983, she published Information Sources 
and Services in Astronomy, Astrophysics and 
Related Space Sciences (Smithsonian Institution 
Libraries Research Guide, 2). The guide was  
writ ten for science librarians and information 
specialists and was  also intended to help 
research scientists and graduate. students 
perform their own literature searches. 

Since the publication of her bibliography, the 
number of astronomical da ta  bases has greatly 
increased -- and Rey-Watson has not only 
become more proficient in their use, she has 
also become a leading advocate for their 
adoption by libraries everywhere.  

In a recent interview with SAO Public Affairs 
Specialist Arlene Walsh, Rey-Watson talked 
about her work a t  the forefront of library 
technology. 

Q. When did you first become interested in 

OMR Pro~osed C i r c w  using data bases? 
A. I was  very interested in online data-base 

The Office of Management and Budget searching from its inception. However, in the 
has extended until Ju ly  15th the 1960s, there were only one or two organizations 

comment  period from the public on its -- NASA m s  one -- that had set up online data 

draft Circular: Guidelines for Federal bases for literature search. In addition, until 
recently, online data bases were  not specifically 

Statistical Activities (see Federal geared to the space sciences. For example, you 
Register, April 15, p. 12626). As would generally find astronomy information by 
proposed, there would be do searching data bases on the physical sciences 

dissemination to depository libraries; 
Q. What is the advantage of using a data base 

further,  total cost recovery would be for a literature search? 
mandated. A. The advantages are  speed, accuracy and 

flexibility. With a manual  search, you might ....................................................... spend hours working wi th  abstracts to pull out 
From the Smithsonian Institution newsletter the information you w a n t  on a specific subject. 
Torch, March 1988: In contrast, when you do a n  online search, you 

simply enter the shbject headings that  you 
Jovce Rev-Watson goes o m e  for a s t r o n o d  desire and the computer will print out all 
!d&&u3 citations and full abstracts. - 

For example, someone doing research on "hot 
s tars" and "stellar winds" would s tar t  by 

Joyce Rey-Watson, chief librarian of the forming sets out of hte subject headings. The 
Smithsonian Astrophysical Branch Library, a first set would be "stellar winds," the second 
member of the SI Libraries system, since 1969, "hot stars" and the third a combination of the 
remembers well the m a n y  hours early in her two. The result would be a listing of all 
career spent using 3-by-5 library cards to references to both "hot stars" and 
conduct literature searches and to catalog new 
acquisitions. But then, in the early 1970s, bit 
by bit, bibliographic information began moving 
onto computer. "That's when  life became more 
fun," Rey-Watson says. Page 35- 
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"stellar winds" in the  literature. 

Q. When did you get online? 
A. In 1980, I finally acquired access to a 

computer system and learned to search online. 
I swn &covered that it was not so easy to find 
the information on astronomy tha t  I wanted,  
in part  because astronomy and astrophysics 
had come to encompass m a n y  subdisciplines. 

When preparing the bibliography, I couldn't 
find a n y  sources for searching by astronomical 
object - only for searching by subject. 
However, soon after the  guide w a s  published, I 
learned about the  world's largest astronomical 
data base, SIMBAD (Set of Identifications, 
Measurements and  Bibliography for Scientific 
Data), which w a s  set up and operated by the 
Strasbourg Astronomical Data Center a t  the 
Observatoire Astronomique in Strasbourg, 
France. SIMBAD w a s  - and  still is - the only 
source allowing searches to be conducted by 
catalog identification of stellar objects. 

The people in Strasbourg were ve ry  helpful. 
Actually, it took m e  about two years - until 
April 1985 - to be able to access their da ta  base 
f rom this country. Ours w a s  the  first library 
in the United States to offer the service to our 
staff. 

Q. What are some of the capabilities of 
SIMBAD? 

A. SIMBAD currently contains physical 
information on some 600,000 s tars  and another 
100,000 non-stellar objects. It provides such 
fundamental  da ta  as  coordinates, spectral type, 
proper motion, position, etc. In other words, a 
user can receive both the vital statistics on a n  
object and a bibliography of all references to it 
since 1950. This is extremely valuable, because 
SIMBAD not only provides observers wi th  the  
basic astronomical data,  it also allows them to 
compare data  wi th  previous published results. 

Q. Have you ever met your SIMBAD colleagues 
face to face? 

A .  Yes, indeed. At the 1987 meeting of the 
American Astronomical Society in Pasadena, 
California, I m e t  some representatives from 
Strasbourg. Practically no one in the United 
States 

had ever seen SIMBAD before; I helped the 
Strasbourg staff demonstrate its capabilities to 
American astronomers. 

After the meeting, the director of the 
Observatoire Astronomique invited m e  to come 
to France to rewrite the English version of the 
SIMBAD user's manual .  So, last September I 
spent three weeks in Strasbourg, preparing a 
draft of the  manual  and learning advanced 
techniques for the  operation of the  data base. 

Q. What lies ahead? 
A. We are moving toward bigger and better 

data-base facilities, and national and 
international astronomical da ta  centers are  the 
shape of things to come. Networks a re  
currently being set up for access to all types of 
astronomical data, including data  from 
spacecraft and, in the future, the Hubble Space 
Telescope. 

I a m  now involved in efforts being 
coordinated by NASA and by the  European 
Space Information System group to provide 
easy access to space-science data archives and 
to bring organizations together to standardize 
da ta .  In the  future, I hope t h a t  scientists will 
be able to access data  bases directly through 
their own computers. That 's w h a t  I'm aiming 
for - to help people become independent, 
particularly in the use of SIMBAD. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

In April 1988 A survey about library collections 
in astronomical observatories was  sent to 14 
observatories in the  United States. Six 
responses have been received. A11 observatories 
responding have library collections a t  the 
observatory, although two receive their major 
library services from a supporting institution. 
All collections a re  available 24 hours a day.  
Special collections of preprints are  maintained 
in the Space Telescope Science Institute and in 
Kitt Peak National Observatory. Publications 
from other observatories are  collected by the 
Space Telescope Science Institute, Kitt Peak, 
Palomar, and Yerkes observatories. Contact 
between the library and other staff is 
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maintained via a written newsletter or new 
book list in three observatories, through a 
library committee in two observatories, and 
informally. Staffing and budgets for library 
materials are available upon request from Alice 
Primack, University of Florida Central Science 
Library, Gainesville, FL 32611. 

PltPyeicaMotee,KarenGronaefe,Universdtyo~exas, 
Austin 

Las fall, Susan Aridis (Engineering Librarian at UT 
Austin) and I began presenting workshops on library 
effectiveness and performance measures. 

At a recent day-long meeting for the Texas SLA Chapter, 
we asked participants to bring data on their libraries' 
collections and use. Since these were statistics that 
libraries keep routinely, most people brought the requested 
information and, to their surprise, they actually 
calculated some performance measures! 

It was easy; it was fun; it was exciting! 

Because it was so successful, I would like to share some 
measures from the Physics-Mathematics-Astronomy 
(PMA) library at the University of Texas at Austin. 

Performance measures are best used for internal 
evaluations and decisions. For example, PMA's annual 
charged turnover of 1.15 means that, on average, a 
volume was checked out slightly more than one time 
during 1986/87. Knowing that, I easily justified criteria 
for such diverse projects as a recent weeding project and 
last year's journal cancellation project. 

A caveat: Using these measures to compare libraries or to 
set "standard" has serious drawbacks. I know that many 
people outside PMA's "jurisdiction" use PMA materials. 
And, obviously, our "population: figure skews the results 
in a way no corporate library could successfully compete 
with. 

However, it is very interesting to compare PMA's 
measures with the other sdtech branch libraries on 
campus -- or with similar libraries in other institutions. 
(Hint! Hint! I'm curious about what you all come up with.) 

So, friends, get our your 1986187 statistics and your 
calculators. It really is kind of fun! 

l986187 S e l e c t e d  J ~ i b r a  
. . 

a. Annual charged circulation: 74,004 
b. Annual in-house use (pickup): 44,336 
c. Jurisdiction population: 1,194 (Faculty/stafE/students 
in Physics, Math, and Astronomy) 
d. Annual attendance: 285,194 
e. Holdings (as of 8-31-87: 64,149 

U86/87 h u a l  Performance Measus ,  PMA Library 
(all figures are rounded) 

Circulation per capita = alc = 62 chargedperson 

In-house use per capita = Wc = 37 in-house usedperson 

Visits per capita = dlc = 239 visits/person 

Holdings per capita = e/c = 54 volumedperson 

Charged Turnover = charged use per volume = ale = 1.5 
charges/volume 

Overall Turnover = total use per volume =. (a+b)/e = 1.8 
uses/volume 

Suggested references: 
Kantor, Paul B. Objective Performance Measures for 
Academic and Research Libraries. Washington, DC: 
ARL, 1984. 

McClure, Charles R., and Betsy Reifsnyder. 
"Performance Measures for Corporate Information 
Centers," Special Libraries, July 1984, pp. 193-204. 

Rally, Tony. "Performance Measures for Academic 
Libraries," Australian 
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Academic and Research Libraries, March 1987, pp. 1-9. 
(I'll send you a copy if needed.) 

Van House, Nancy A., et al. Output Measures for Public 
Libraries: A Manual of Standardized Procedures, 2d. ed. 
Chicago: ALA, 1987. 

Thanks to everyone for their responses to my columns 
this year. And welcome to the new Physics Columnist 
David Davidoff from Argonne National Laboratory. 

Finally, many thanks and kudos to Judy Bausch, our 
P-A-M Bulletin editor, for accepting, deciphering, and 
editing my long Physics Columns (complete with charts 
and formulas). You're a wonder, Judy! 

See y'all in Denver! (Statistics in hand, I hope! 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

MU COLLOQUIUM NO. 110, E ~ ~ Y  AND 
INFORUTION tElEt$rHm IN A S T B O N O ~ ,  Z U Y  
- AUGUST n, asss, DU mm PLAZA HOTEL, 
WASHINGTON D.C. 

Remember the registration fee of $75.00 is due by May 15. 
If you need a registration form call Brenda Corbin at  
202-653-1499. 

Discounted airfares for travel to LISA. 
Delta Airlines is offering special discounts for LISA 

attendees within the continental US. You or your travel 
agent must make reservations 7 days in advance via this 
toll-free number: 1-800-221-1212; you must mention the 
file number TI0189 when making the reservations. 

We're looking forward to seeing all of you at the 
conference. 

SLA introduces: 

TIME MANAGEMENT IN 
THE SMALL LIBRARY 

a computer-assisted self-study program. 

In just several hours this program will 
help you improve your on-the-job 
performance. You will learn valuable 
time management techniques to: 

maintain control 
stay on schedule, and 
accomplish more, everyday. 

SLA's self-study courses offer these 
important advantages: 

Programs are specifically 
designed for independent 
study. 
You choose your own 
schedule and learn at your 
own pace. 
Content emphasizes 
pragmatic solutions using 
library and information 
problems and case studies. 

Available in July on floppy disk for IBMIIBM 
compatible and Apple Macinwsh computers. 
Forfurtkr information contact: Professional 
Development Section at Special Libraries 
Association 202/2344700. 

Page 3.8 
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Special Libraries Association 
Physics-Astronomy-Mathematics Division 

Annual Report 
1987/88 

Membership 
As of 31 March 1988, the Physics-Astronomy-Mathematics 

Division (P-A-M) had 143 members, of which 98 were primary 
members and 45 were secondary. 

Finances 
The financial state of the P-A-M division, while not flush, 

appears secure. P-A-M consistently receives contributions from 
publishers and vendors covering the disciplines of physics, 
astronomy and mathematics, which help defray the costs of 
providing the Hospitality Suite for division members at the 
Annual Conference. The Ad Hoc Committee on Fund Raising will be 
making a final report at the 1988 Annual Conference on the 
results of its investigation of advertising in, or sponsorship 
of, the P-A-M Bulletin as another source of income for the 
Division. The Union List of Astronomy Serials provides a small, 
but continuing, source of income. The publication of the P-A-M 
Directory was once again donated by the American Mathematical 
Society. 

Officers 
During 1987/88, the officers, committee chairs, and committee 

members have all contributed to the work of the Division, as well 
as of the Association. These members deserve recognition and 
thanks : 

Past Chair Mary Ann Southern 
Chair-elect Helen Knudsen 
Secretary Karen Croneis 
Treasurer Bruce Pelz 
Bulletin editor Judith Bausch 
Nominating Committee Carol Hutchins, Chair 

Richard Funkhouser 
Joyce Rey 

Membership Committee Dorothy McGarry, Chair 
Nancy Zachariasen 
Marilyn Steinberg 
Nancy Anderson, Chair 
Cathy Greene 
Cathy Pasterczyk 
David Stern, Chair 
Judith Bausch 
Marion Kreiter 
Don Marion 
Kathy Strand 
Bruce Pelz 

Awards Committee 

Ad Hoc Committee on 
Fundraising 

Hospitality (1988) 
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Thanks are also due to the Division's Government Relations 
Representative, Brenda Corbin and to the Division's Liaison to 
the SLA Cataloging Committee, Mary Ann Southern. Candidates for 
officers for 1988/89 are Bruce Pelz for Chair-Elect and Cathaleen 
Van Atta for Treasurer. 

1987 SLA Annual Conference, Anaheim 
Actions taken at the annual Division business meeting 

included: agreement to include electronic mail addresses in the 
next edition of the Division membership directory, as well as to 
include a copy of the Division bylaws; increase of the Bulletin 
subscription rate. to $9/year; change of one of the Bulletin 
deadlines from February 1 to February 15; and decision that no 
change was needed in the Division's official scope note. 

The 1987 Division Program at the Conference included four 
subject workshops (Physics, Astronomy, Mathematics, and Computer 
Science), joint sponsorship (with the Chemistry Division) of a 
program on non-bibliographic databases in the sciences, a vendor 
update, and sponsorship of a field trip to the Falomar 
Observatory (as well as joint sponsorship of two other tours). 

1988 SLA Winter Meeting. Williamsburg 
The Chair and Chair-Elect, Helen Knudsen, attended the Winter 

Meeting in Williamsburg. As well as planning for both the 1988 
and 1989 conferences, the Division officers attended the DACOLT 
sessions and participated in the Division Cabinet and Joint 
Cabinet sessions. In the report of the Division Cabinet chair to 
the Board of Directors, the efforts of the P-A-M Division in 
support of the International Colloquium on Library and 
Information Services in Astronomy (to be held in July 1988) were 
noted. 

1988 SllA Annual Conference. Denver 
Division plans for the Denver Conference are now complete. P- 

A-M will continue its tradition of workshops in the areas of 
physics, mathematics, and astronomy and will co-sponsor, with the 
Sci-Tech Division, a computer science workshop. Since last 
year's vendor update was so popular, it will be held again with 
participation from the American Institute of Physics, the 
American Mathematical Society, the Institute for Scientific 
Information, and INSPEC. With the Chemistry Division and the 
Metal/Materials Divsion, P-A-M is sponsoring a program on non- 
bibliographic databases in the sciences and, with five other 
divisions, is a co-sponsor of a speaker on career plateauing. 
Based on discussion at the Division's last business meeting, the 
Division will hold a clearinghouse for library instructional 
materials germane to the three disciplines at its Hospitality 
Suite. Lastly, the Division is sponsoring a field trip to 
Boulder to tour the National Center for Atmospheric Research and 
the National Bureau of Standards. 
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Other Pro.iects 
The astronomy librarians within the Division are devoting 

considerable effort to the International Colloquium on Library 
and Information Services in Astronomy (an official colloquium of 
the International Astronomical Union), to be held in Washington, 
DC in July 1988. The P-A-M Division submitted a funding request 
to the Special Libraries Association requesting support for some 
aspect of the International Colloquium and was awarded $2,000. 
The Colloquium planners are free to use the funds where most 
needed; this flexibility on the part of SLA is very much 
appreciated. SLA's support of the Colloquium was given, in David 
Bender's words, "in light of SLA's commitment to the development 
and advancement of international library and informtion 
services." Division members have been very active in other 
fundraising to defray housing costs for observatory librarians 
from around the world, and have received both corporate and 
personal contributions (with all personal contributions being 
matched by an anonymous publisher!). The P-A-M Executive Board 
agreed to donate a copy of the Division's Union List of Astronomv 
Serials to each registrant at the Colloquium; a second edition 
of this work is to be discussed at that session. 

The P-A-M Division contributed to the forthcoming SLA 
publication "An SLA Division Bibliography of Best Reference 
Works. " The P-A-M contribution is the work of two members: 
Karen Croneis for the mathematics section and David Stern for the 
physics and astronomy section. Thanks are due to Karen and David 
for their willingness to participate in this project and for 
their high quality bibliographies. 

comments 
The Chair has found the last two years as an officer of the P- 

A-M Division extremely valuable. The greatest benefit has been 
getting to know a much larger proportion of the Division's 
members as well as the leadership of the other SLA divisions. 
The challenge of preparing the Division's program at an annual 
conference and the opportunity to develop a much greater 
familiarity with the Association structure and officers has been 
both productive and personally satisfying. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Camille Wanat 
20 April 1988 
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