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Abstract

Chemistry literacy and information literacy can go hand in hand as

evidenced in this project involving University of South Florida faculty,
graduate students and alocal community middle school. The project was a
pilot plan for enhancing science and information literacy in middle school
students along with their families. The project introduced eighth grade
students and their families to the use of scientific information to make
decisions about socioscientific issues--specifically, global warming.
Integrated into |aboratory activities about gases and global warming was an
online tutorial for information literacy. The tutorial is an adaptation of
TILT, the Texas Information Literacy Tutorial, that focuses particularly on
searching the web and evaluating the information found there.




Goals/ Aims of Project

= To research the effects of an educational intervention focused on
resolving a socio-scientific issue as a scaffold for improving both
science literacy and information literacy for middle school
students.

= This poster focuses on the Information Literacy aspect of the
project.

= Information Literacy Standards used were from the American
Association of School Librarians, Information Power: The Nine
Information Literacy Standards for Sudent Learning, 1998.




Activitiess/Assignments

= TILT for Y outh Online Tutorial
http://www.lib.usf.edu/ref/ TCS-TILT/

= Focus on search engines and evaluation
of web sites







The TILT Tutorial for Middle School




Searching for web sites via Google and Y ahoo




Evaluating web sites




Sample web site for evaluation




Quiz on what students have learned




Sample quiz question




Sample quiz results







Results

= Two families participated

= Two Saturday sessions

= |nformation seeking and use presented simultaneously
with science activities

= Parentslearned alot fromthe TILT tutorial

= Qualitative datain the form of recordings, interviews,

notes




Conclusions

Make TILT even more interactive

Incorporate a“learn by discovering” approach to the tutorial
Including parentsis very desirable

Cooperative research is possible among Chemistry, Education,

and Library departments
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