




Tags view allows you to see a list of the metadata you applied to your collection, along with 

number of items per tag.  Clicking on any tag will list all of your items associated with that 

term. 

 

 

LibraryThing also offers a full-functioning tool to search your collection: 

 

 



For users that want to extend LibraryThing and spend a small amount of money, 

LibraryThing offers a very interesting service called LibraryThing for Libraries (LTFL) 

(http://www.librarything.com/forlibraries).  This aspect of LibraryThing allows you to add 

social networking functionality right into your existing OPAC.  For example, you can enhance 

your library catalog records with the ability to write reviews, tag browsing, book 

recommendations and blog widgets.  LTFL does include an annual subscription fee, but judging 

from the number of libraries already using it, it seems to be very worthwhile.  The list of 

libraries using LTFL includes  academic, public and special libraries. 

For example, The Aurora Public Library (Aurora, CO) uses some of the cataloging and 

patron features to include a ‘Find Similar Items’ tab in their records which enhances each 

catalog record with the tag browsing feature, recommendations for similar titles to read, a link 

to purchase the title at the library s own bookstore and the ability for library patrons to 

provide a rating. 

 

 

'

http://www.librarything.com/forlibraries
http://www.librarything.com/forlibraries
http://www.librarything.com/wiki/index.php/LTFL:Libraries_using_LibraryThing_for_Libraries
http://www.librarything.com/wiki/index.php/LTFL:Libraries_using_LibraryThing_for_Libraries


In addition to using it as a library catalog, LibraryThing has many of the social networking 

components and features available today in other Web 2.0 tools and platforms.  Trying to 

describe all of these features would be far too lengthy for this article; it is best to log into the 

site and explore them for yourself.   But a few of these features include: 

� Creating your own profile and connecting to other registered users of LibraryThing. 

� Discussion groups on LibraryThing - http://www.librarything.com/groups.  Join a 

group or create your own.  You also have the option of creating a public or private 

group.  

� LibraryThing Local – (http://www.librarything.com/local) - lists book venues and 

upcoming book-related events (author signings, readings, sales, etc.) for a given 

location. 

� Integration with Twitter enabling you to add items to your LibraryThing catalog while 

standing in a bookstore, library, or anywhere else. 

� LibraryThing’s Blog – (http://www.librarything.com/blog/) a feature which can be 

integrated with your catalog. 

� A very good and brief introduction of the LibraryThing universe 

(http://www.librarything.com/quickstart.php) 

� Tools (http://www.librarything.com/tools) to create your LibraryThing widget to 

integrate with your cell phone, blog, and soon with your MySpace and LiveJournal 

sites. 

We’ve only touched on a few of the main features LibraryThing offers; just digging in the site 

will reveal much more of the functionality that is currently available with even more being 

tested for the near future. 

Well … time to log in and explore! 


