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Dear Friends and Colleagues,

The party is over and what a party we had in the best of traditions for
our chapter and with our many friends and librarians from organiza-
tions around the St. Louis region. This year the programming commit-
tee added what resulted in a successful food drive. Thank you to Ann |
Lauenstein, the great folks at Anheuser-Busch and our chapter Pro-
gramming Committee for a fantastic finale to a fun and informative
year of programs and events.

Our chapter continues to grow, we are currently at nearly 140 mem-
bers! Thanks to all of you who take on leadership roles and contribute
in the many ways that create an organization those in our profession
join and continue to belong to.

| invite all of you as members to make your own individual contributions to our chapter, share
your knowledge, and participate. You will not only help our chapter, but you too will grow
professionally. In the past 2 years | have done more than | thought | could or even had time for!
I have met many more members and have enjoyed and felt very proud to represent our chapter
at the Leadership Summit and the SLA Annual Conference. Taking on a leadership role will
enhance your communication skills, project planning skills, and time management skills — all

for the price of your SLA membership.

This year’s board worked well together continuing to move the chapter forward meeting the SLA
mission “to promote and strengthen its members through learning, advocacy and networking
initiatives”. Annual reports submitted by the board are reporting results toward our chapter’s
goals as stated in our Strategic Plan for 2006-2011: so Chris, Erin, Marianne and the many
others involved with writing the Strategic Plan-- implementation has begun! To the outgoing
board | say “many thanks” from all of us in the chapter.

It has truly been a privilege and | thank you for the confidence you all extended me in serving
this chapter as president. | hope you feel my contributions have supported and enhanced the
Chapter. For now | say: Au revoir, in French, literally, until | see you again!

All the best regards,

Rosie Weiss, President
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$he Programming Committee will meet in early January to discuss and plan chapter programs for the

coming year. If anyone has any suggestions or comments on programming (topics, speakers, locations,
etc.), please feel free to contact me at richiee@umsl.edu.

January 18, 2008- Winter Warm-Up Happy Hour

A great way to spend a chilly winter's evening! Join us for this casual social event and network with your
colleagues. We're still working on the location. Please watch your email for additional details on this and
other programs coming up in 2008.

2008 Programming Committee
Betsy Richie, Chair
Dennis Elliceiri, Hospitality chair
Renee Gorrell
Rosie Weiss
Leah Holler
Vicki McMichael

$he chapter is pleased to announce the following members will serve as Officers next year:

President: Geri (Short) Heberlie
President Elect: Betsy Richie
Treasurer: Renee Gorrell

Secretary: Barb McKenzie

Business Manager: Leah Holler
Membership Chair: Patrick Hendershot

The above Slate of Officers was approved at the November 13, 2007 Business Meeting.
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October 9, 2007

Thomas Dopko of Factiva presented, The Digital
Revolution in the Enterprise. He informed the
members of the audience that the most common
theme of Web 2.0 technology is community and
collaboration and that Web 2.0 technology can be
good, but it can also be bad and hideous. Thirty-four
members and guests attended this program that
was held at the Emerson Library on Webster
University’s campus and sponsored by Factiva.

Tom Dopko entertains while explaining the good and
the bad of Web 2.0 enterprises.

November 13, 2007

The Annual Business Meeting was held at the Mercantile
Library on the University of Missouri — St. Louis campus and
included a tour of the library. The business meeting consisted
of chair reports, election of the 2008 officers, recognition of the
2007 Board, and the announcement of awards. Thirty-five
members and guests attended the program and it was
sponsored by Thomson West.

At the Annual Business Meeting, Rosie
Weiss passes the Chapter President’s
gavel to 2008 Chapter President Geri
Heberlie.

Thank you for the Leadership Award. | am
honored to be the recipient this year. My
accomplishments wouldn't have been possible
without the support of chapter members and
friends. | appreciate the leadership opportuni-
ties provided by the chapter, and | have
thoroughly enjoyed working with everyone

(and will continue to do so)! To much applause at the Business Meeting,
Erin Lanham received the Leadership Award,

W|Sh|ng everyone happy holidayS, reCOgniZing the way her ablllty to lead and

Erin inspire others has furthered the Chapter’s

goals and objectives.
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December 13, 2007

The 9" Annual Holiday Happening took place at a very festive Anheuser-Busch. Invitations were extended to the
St. Louis Medical Librarians, the St. Louis Law Librarians, the Greater St. Louis Library Club, and the St. Louis
Regional Library Network. Sponsors included, LexisNexis, EIU, Information Handling Services, Ebsco, and
MOBIUS. Approximately 65 members and guests attended.




Oothe following pages you'll find synopses of the annual reports submitted by the
2007 Chapter officers & advisory board members to the Chapter President. The
reports included assessments of the year's accomplishments, as well as sugges-
tions for 2008 and beyond. Though these brief summaries do not include every- e mm—
thing reported, one can get a sense from reading them of our Chapter’s ————
continuing vitality.

If you read ideas here or have a new inspiration you would like to see implemented in
the next year, contact the 2008 committee chair. You can find their contact information
if you click on ‘Officers’ on the Chapter website: http://units.sla.org/chapter/cstl/

Archives- Bryan Young

The current Chapter Archive is stored in a four-drawer metal file cabinet at
the St. Louis County Public Library's Headquarters on Lindbergh Boulevard.
We have a signed agreement with St. Louis County Library for the housing
of our Chapter Archives. While it formally lapsed in 2001, the agreement

states:

"Should no notice of intent to continue, amend, or terminate be given by either party [St.
Louis County Public Library or St. Louis Metropolitan Chapter - Special Libraries Asso-
ciation] by January 1, 2001, the agreement will automatically continue under the terms
of this agreement on an annual basis".

Business Manager- Katharine Hayes

| coordinated Chapter meeting sponsorships by the following vendors in
2007: WSJ, MOBIUS, Lexis Nexis, SNL Financial, CAS, Library Assoc.,
Factiva, EIU, IHS, and EbscoHost.

Additionally, | investigated adoption of vendor partnerships to ease future
business managers’ solicitations of sponsorship funding for meetings and events. For
example, the lllinois chapter has in place a fundraising program called Vendor Partner-
ships. The program is designed so that vendors can donate at a higher level than
normally requested for meeting donations. The lllinois Chapter has 3 Partnership Lev-
els: Gold at $1,500, Silver at $750 and Bronze at $500. Each level offers corresponding
benefits based on the monetary amount of the level.

Career Guidance —Kristin Schieffer

As Career Guidance Chair, | served as a key contact for individuals in the
information profession that were seeking employment or career guidance.

In this role, | sent job postings to our chapter listserv and maintained an ar-
chive of the postings for use by those interested in viewing recent opportuni-
ties. | was contacted by several non-chapter members and referred them to
the various resources available in our chapter and local community.

In an effort to recruit more library school students to the chapter, per the chapter goals, |
prepared materials including local job postings and resume writing tips for the chapter's
Career Guidance program in the Fall of 2007.

# 0%
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Government Relations - Leann Genovese

2007 saw a minor victory with a reprieve for the closing of the EPA libraries, but deep
e budget cuts have been predicted for 2008. Closed in 2007 was the Fort Huachuca
Arizona Army Base Library which was founded in 1879. The U.S. National Air and
Space Administration's (NASA) library and the Department of Energy Library are also
slated to close. The government's argument is that much of the information will be
digitized and so still accessible, but many reports and papers are being boxed up and
either stored offsite or destroyed.

A major crusader in the battle for access to government information, Bob Oakley, died in September of
2007. Libraries have lost an major advocate, but hopefully there are others out there to take up the
fight.

Information Technology - Erin Lanham, Chair
Committee members:

Gail Hoef, discussion list manager

Amy Pennington, web redesign committee

Joy Weese Moll, web redesign committee

Bryan Young, web redesign committe

This year, we collaborated with the newsletter (SLATE) editor to redesign the look of the chapter’'s web-
site to be more in line with the newsletter’s look. In 2008, we plan to collaborate with web redesign
committee, SLATE editor and public relations chair to brand a new look for the chapter. The look will
be consistent across all communication tools (SLATE, brochures and website).

As part of the redesign process, we asked for, received feedback, and made changes to the new chap-
ter's website design from local students in MU’s SISLT program. The chapter offered one paid student
SLA membership (drawn randomly from the respondents) to one student.

Additionally, we promoted and maintained the chapter’s blog and maintained chapter discussion list.
The discussion list software at Washington University St. Louis continues to require little maintenance.

Membership— Patrick Hendershot
The Chapter saw an increase of 20 members over the previous 12 months. The programming commit-
tee has worked hard to provide beneficial offerings, and our outreach to local library students has paid

' 0 < off.

The St. Louis Chapter sent over 20 members to the Annual 2007 meeting in Denver,
Colorado. In an effort to promote chapter unity and market the CSTL chapter | came up
with the idea of creating a “Welcome Packet” for each national attendee. This packet
included a list of chapter attendees to “look out for,” various local reference sheets and a
badge ribbon for each member to wear proudly proclaiming “Saint Louis Metro Area
Chapter” with our Arch logo. At a national busy conference it is difficult to connect with your chapter
friends, the ribbons were quite successful for easy identification and generating interest in St. Louis from
other SLA attendees asking about them.

In 2008, during my second term as Membership Chair, | hope to streamline the process in which a new
members are assimilated into the chapter. New software at SLA Headquarters will affect the way appli-
cations are handled and member records are maintained. 4 g (
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Retiree Membership: The CSTL chapter discovered in 2007 that a discounted membership is avail-
able to retired SLA members for $35, and expressed concern that our members may not be aware
of this. The Retiree Membership information is not clearly presented on either the printed or online
application.

It was also a concern that if a lapse in membership occurs between active and retiree status, the
$35 annual rate is null and void. It may be that several retirees in recent years are affected by this
rule because they let their membership lapse unaware of the lower rate available.

Unemployed Benefit: No members have taken advantage of the chapter’'s unemployed member
benefit in 2007.

Mentoring Program: One new member requested a mentor in June 2007; a mentor has not yet
been identified. An academic mentor is preferred, but a corporate will work also.

Chapter Directory: A new directory was made available for members in December 2007.

The SLATE Newsletter- Jill Bright

2007 has been a successful year for The SLATE. Since January 2007, four issues
of The Slate have been produced and distributed via the Chapter's web site.
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Major changes to the newsletter's layout were made beginning in January 2007, aim-
ing to create a more contemporary design using Microsoft Publisher. Based on feed-
back | received via email & at chapter meetings, these changes were well-received by the member-
ship.

The SLATE explored ways for members to share their experiences and expertise with others by the
inclusion of member and library profile articles, as well as member reports on SLA and other library
organizations’ annual conferences.

This year, The SLATE encouraged members to get to know one another better by participating in
"Match the Pet to its Owner" and "Got News?" features. Both features were well-received by the
membership and several members have asked that The SLATE continue these types of articles.

The newsletter continues to appear only in PDF electronic format on the Chapter's website and is not
currently distributed in print. The Board and future editor may wish to consider posting issues in
HTML format, as done by the SLA Western Canada Chapter (http://units.sla.org/chapter/cwcn/wwest/
wwest.shtml), among others.

Nomination Committee — Jean Coffman, Chair
Committee members: Ann Lauenstein and Chris Tighe

We were charged with compiling the 2008 Slate of Officers to fill four positions,
President Elect (3 yr position)
Treasurer (2 yr position)
Business Manager (1 yr position)
Membership Chair (1 yr position).
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We worked as a team and all contributed to the effort of meeting our goal. We worked via email,
never physically meeting. We brainstormed a list of potential candidates, and solicited input from the
Board. This information was maintained in an Excel spreadsheet so we could track who had been
contacted. We discussed who we thought would be best to contact for which position and took turns
making the contacts. After contacting / asking 14 members, we had completed our task.
The 2008 Slate of Officers are:

President Elect: Betsie Richie

Treasurer: Renee Gorrell

Business Manager: Leah Holler

Membership Chair: Patrick Hendershot

Professional Development - Marianne Cavanaugh

In an attempt to discover what seminars the chapter would be interested in viewing, |
— sent out a survey using SurveyMonkey in February. All the options on the survey
ﬂ were available from Click University. 40 votes were cast, with the top seminar
receiving 16. The chapter opinions seemed divided pretty evenly between wishing to
view seminars on cutting edge technology, and those on professional development, leadership and
management.

Two seminars were held at MLNC, “Communicating the Value of Your Service” and “Positioning
Yourself as a Leader within Your Organization.” The third highest voted presentation, “Web
Searching: Advanced Techniques for Google” is now available for replay. Since the Chapter’s
October meeting was on Web 2.0 technology, | thought it was too similar. | might recommend it
be the first SLA meeting in 2008.

| would recommend expanding the seminar offerings beyond the Click University. Sirsi/Dynix and
Proquest/Quantum both offer free seminars. We might look into other sorts of development, such as
Toastmasters, public speaking; mastering presentations, or work/life balance; management topics
(hiring, firing, appraisals). Perhaps we might be better off asking them about the subjects or topics
they would like to know more about, or which skills they might like to acquire. Then we could find a
program to fulfill that wish. Maybe even a chapter member who is skilled in a particular area would
give a workshop.

Public Relations- Sarah Windau

—s— |Q"S In January, the PR committee was formed and met to discuss goals for the year. We
/ —~ [—— discussed the need for a list of media contacts, contact information for local profes-

— =7 sional organizations, such as AALL and the local Medical Library Association chapter.
- One idea was to contact other SLA chapters for ideas about publicity. We brain-
—— stormed sources for an article about an information professional or special library.

Publications such as the St. Louis Business Journal, St. Louis Magazine, and the Post
-Dispatch were suggested. The idea of having member profiles was also brought up. One committee
member volunteered to update the chapter brochure.

In February, I helped arrange an interview with SLA President Rebecca Vargha to be broadcast over
the web for LIS Radio, from the University of Missouri’'s School of Information Science and Learning
Technologies. The interview can be found at http://www.lisradio.missouri.edu/.

# 0 $ *
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Programming Committee & Hospitality-
McReynolds, Hospitality Chair

Committee Members
Marianne Cavanaugh
Renee Gorrell

Kathy Hayes
Stephanie McReynolds
Betsy Richie

As a guideline for planning
programs in 2007, Geri looked at SLA’s Core
Competencies for Information Professionals.
The St. Louis chapter of SLA is here for us to
continue to grow as informational professionals
and the programming committee provided that
opportunity this year to its members.

We achieved our objective to provide at least one
SLA sponsored event — program, happy hour, etc. —
per month. We offered a wide variety of programs
and events and had many networking/social hours
to share conference experiences and talk about
library trends. Rebecca Vargha presented on a
trend — library staff of the future, and Thomas
Dopko focused on a technology trend — Web 2.0
technology.

Many of our events were open to both members
and guests. Several of our SLA members make
their employers, colleagues, and the general public
aware of the value of our profession and associa-
tion by making their involvement in SLA known.

Additionally, programs were open to area library
science students. Our Student Relations Chair,
Karen Robinson, always posts our events on the
University of Missouri-Columbia student listserv.
Other members post notices on a local library
science student and alumni blog. Several library
science students attend our events on a regular
basis.

Geri Heberlie, Programming Chair and Stephanie

Programming Committee Events, 2007

3 Committee Meetings

6 Social/Networking Events

January Winter Warm-Up
Location: Forest Park Boathouse
Date: Friday, January 19, 2007
Attendance: 15 members and 9 guests.

St. Louis Downtown Gallery Walk
Location: Started at the St. Louis Public Li-
brary — Central, walked to galleries, and con-
cluded the evening at the Red Moon
Date: Friday, June 1, 2007
Attendance: 14 members and guests.

Chapter Happy Hour to discuss conferences
Location: Remy'’s Kitchen and Wine Bar
Date: Friday, June 29, 2007
Attendance: 8 members and guests.

Chapter Happy Hour
Location: Bailey’s Chocolate Bar
Date: Friday, July 27, 2007
Attendance: 11 members and guests.

Chapter Happy Hour
Location: Vin de Set
Date: Friday, August 24, 2007
Attendance: 8 members and guests.

Knowledge exchange with German Librarians.
Locations: Federal Reserve Library, Morgan
Street Brewery, Duff's
Date: Friday, September 14, 2007
Attendance: Three visiting German librari-
ans, Katinka Emminger, Carmen Barz, and
Birgit Dippe. During the day, they met with
Geri Heberlie, Katrina Stierholtz, and Chris
Tighe. That evening 6 chapter members met
with them.

2 Professional Programs / Networking

“Communicating the Value of Your Service,”
Presented by: Jane Dysart, founder, Dysart
& Jones Associates.
A Click U program, originally aired 12/14/05
Location: MLNC (Missouri Library Network
Corporation) Training Room.
Date: Wednesday, March 21, 2007
Attendance: 5 attended, link sent to 6 others.

# $ *%
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Recommendations: One possible addition to our
Chapter programming, though it would probably
take a lot of time, effort and maybe money, is a half-
day or full-day type workshop that may or may not
be offered by a prominent figure in the librarian
community (e.g. a Mary Ellen Bates type). A
workshop could be offered in partnership with other
library organizations, like the St. Louis Medical
Librarians and this would strengthen our relationship
with those organizations. We offer great programs,
but an in-depth workshop could also be beneficial to
a lot of librarians in the area to learn about current
trends, the ever changing technology, or advanced
searching.

Another suggestion for next year is for the
Programming Committee to ask for volunteers to
help coordinate local networking lunches in
different areas of St. Louis. The Programming
Committee could easily match people by area and
connect them by sending an email to a group of
volunteers in the same area. erhaps those who are
generally unable to attend an evening event, such
as a happy hour, would be able to make time for a
networking lunch, instead.

Secretary— Barbara McKenzie

Minutes were taken at all Chapter and
Board Meetings on the following dates:

M

Board Meeting Minutes
January 22, 2007
June 18, 2007

Chapter Meeting Minutes
February 27, 2007
April 18, 2007
July 9, 2007
October 9, 2007
Annual Business Meeting, November 13, 2007

| also Submitted the following change for chapter
practices manual under section C. Secretary, Calen-
dar:

Programming Committee Events, 2007—
continued

"Positioning Yourself as a Leader within Your
Organization"
Location: MLNC Training Room
Presented by: Marshall Brown
Date: Tuesday, May 9, 2007
Attendance: 8 attended, link sent to 7others
Social Hour: 5:00 pm at Hwy 61 Road
house in Webster Groves. 12 attended.

7 Chapter Programs

Library Staff of the Future: Through a Crystal Ball
Presenter: Rebecca Vargha
Location: Monarch Restaurant
Date: Tuesday, February 27, 2007
Attendance: 57 members and guests

The Write Stuff: A Panel Presentation on Getting
Published
Panel Presenters: Dr. John Budd,
Patty Carleton, Marsha Fulton, Neville
Prendergast, and Nora Wikoff
Location: Coldwell, Banker, Gundaker in
Hampton Village
Date: Wednesday, April 18, 2007
Attendance: 23 members and guests

An Evening With Tom Schlafly
Presenter: Tom Schlafly
Location: Schlafly Bottleworks in
Maplewood
Date: Monday, July 9, 2007
Attendance: 53 members and guests

3" Annual Career Workshop & Networking
Reception
Resume review team of 9 members and
non-members. Panel discussion team of 3:
Clinton Berry, Brenda McDonald, and Ken
Amsinger.
Location: Washington University West
Campus Conference Center, Room AB
Date: Tuesday, September 11, 2007
Attendees: 39 members and non-
members

*%




1. Sends copies of minutes to all Chapter Board Programming Committee Events, 2007—

members within two weeks of Board meet- continued

ings. Sends an approved copy of the minutes,

as approved by the chapter Board, to the chap- Annual Business Meeting and Tour of the Mercan-

ter newsletter editor, chapter webmaster and tile Library

SLA Office Leadership Department. Tour led by Greg Ames, Curator

Sends copies of the chapter meeting minutes to Location: Mercantile Library on the

the President within one week after the Chapter Ulireslty eif ilssernl = S, Ol Semfpys

. . . Date: Tuesday, November 13, 2007
meetings and Annual Business meeting. Sends }
. Attendance: 35

an approved copy of the minutes, as approved

by the President, to the chapter newsletter edi- 9" Annual Holiday Happening

tor, chapter webmaster and SLA Office Leader- Location: Anheuser-Busch

ship Department. Date: Thursday, December 13, 2007
Attendance: About 65 members and guests

The red italicized items will be deleted. The decision
was made at a prior board meeting to not publish
meeting minutes in the chapter newsletter.

Dear SLAers,

I have assumed the responsibility of Conference Coordinator for the 2008 Missouri Library
Association Annual Conference, which will be held at the Millennium Hotel, October 1-3, 2008
in downtown St. Louis, MO.

While there will be librarians from every sector attending the conference, | hope that members
of the St. Louis Metropolitan Area SLA will volunteer to help out.

Some of our chapter members have agreed to chair a committee. Please support a successful
MLA conference by planning to attend or by volunteering your serve.

Local Arrangements — Karen Robinson, MU SISLT/UMSL robinsonkar@umsl.edu
Hospitality — Barbara Rehkop, Washington U brehkop@wustl.edu

Tradeshow — Lisa Farrell, East Central College, Imfarrell@eastcentral.edu

Table Talks & Poster Sessions — Katrina Stierholz stierholz@stls.frb.org

Respectfully submitted,

Stephanie D. Tolson,
2008 MLA Conference Coordinator
mla2008@stchas.edu




