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La Roca back story

Å Social services 
agency 

Å Founded in 1989

Å 40 minutes from 
California/Mexico 
border 

Å Located in Colonia 
Camino Verde, a very 
poor area of Tijuana

Å Provides shelter & 
primary school

http://picasaweb.google.com/dariadster/LaRocaHomeJanuary2008#slideshow

Library at La Roca in Tijuana

http://picasaweb.google.com/dariadster/LaRocaHomeJanuary2008
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La Roca Library back story

Å Was founding familyôs 
house 

Å Has for years served 
as community center

Å Has proven a popular 
spot, serving 
community well

Å By 2007, had fallen 
into disrepair but 
warranted support

http://picasaweb.google.com/dariadster/LaRocaLibraryApril2008#slideshow

La Roca Library in 2007

http://picasaweb.google.com/dariadster/LaRocaLibraryApril2008
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La Roca Library Project planning in 2008

ÅRE Cares donated 
$10,000 to develop the 
library

Å Corazon de Vida 
partnered with Elsevier 
to administer the grant

ÅMichigan childrenôs 
librarian Erica 
Trowbridge spent 2 
days at La Roca to help 
plan library project

www.corazondevida.org www.elsevier.com/wps/find/intro.cws_home/cares

Ysidro & Erica Trowbridge at library in 2008

http://www.corazondevida.org/
http://www.elsevier.com/wps/find/intro.cws_home/cares
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La Roca Library work party in 2008

Å Bus packed with 
volunteers and goods 

Å Started in LA & stopped 
in San Diego 

Å Info pros from academic 
& corporate libraries, 
Elsevier, LexisNexis, 
friends & family

Å Delivered new furniture     
& used items

Å Removed decrepit 
furnishings & spiffed 
library up

Å All within about 5 hours ï
on hot day in August!

Out with the old, in with the new

http://tinyurl.com/d3ltwb

http://tiny.cc/2kFOg
http://tiny.cc/2kFOg
http://tiny.cc/2kFOg
http://tinyurl.com/d3ltwb
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La Roca Library sees kids getting into the act

Kids step in, after work party leaves

in August 2008

http://picasaweb.google.com/dariadster/LaRocaLibraryBefore#slideshow

http://picasaweb.google.com/dariadster/LaRocaLibraryBefore
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La Roca Library after work party in 2008

http://picasaweb.google.com/dariadster/LaRocaLibraryAfter#slideshow

http://picasaweb.google.com/dariadster/LaRocaLibraryAfter
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La Roca Library today in 2009

Å Librarian Maria Luisa 
Mendez Lozada on board 
since September 2008

Å Delivering library services

Å Teaching computer 
classes

Å Leading story hours

Å Loaning books

http://tinyurl.com/csveyn

Librarian Maria Luisa leads story time

for kindergartners

http://tinyurl.com/csveyn
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La Roca Library project impacts

Librarian Maria Luisa leads story time

Å Maria Luisa is reaching 
�P�D�Q�\���R�I���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���V�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V��
150 students

Å Shelter residents are 
gaining library experience

Å Kids & adults are gaining 
skills


