
SLA – SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION CHAPTER PROGRAMMING EVENT 
Thursday, September 6 – UC Berkeley Faculty Club: 5:30-8:30 p.m.   
5:30-6:30 p.m. Social Hour/No-host bar; 6:30-7:30 p.m. Dinner; 7:30-8:30 p.m. Program

"WIKIPEDIA, PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE" PRESENTATION BY PHOEBE 
AYERS 
There are some two million articles in the English-language version of Wikipedia, and six 
million in all languages combined, making Wikipedia the single largest reference work of all 
time. Online, open-source, free, and created by volunteers, Wikipedia is an instance of 
international collaboration unlike anything seen before, and it's been produced from scratch in 
under a decade. Wikipedia has changed the landscape of online information, become a powerful 
tool for researchers, and has challenged notions of authority, the role of experts, and what an 
encyclopedia means. 
 
Are Wikipedia articles trustworthy? Who actually writes them? Why does Wikipedia come up so 
often in web searches? How can you evaluate articles? Who is responsible for the site? And why 
should librarians care about it? I'll address these questions and more in this overview of the 
Wikipedia phenomenon. 
 
Phoebe Ayers is an engineering reference librarian at UC Davis and a long-time Wikipedian. Her 
latest project is helping organize Wikimania, the third annual international Wikimedia projects 
conference in August 2007 in Taipei, Taiwan. 
 
Menu Choices: 

Vegetarian - phyllo pastry with mushrooms and goat cheese 
Chicken with rosemary and mushrooms 

 
For Directions and Parking: http://www.berkeleyfacultyclub.com/directions/
 
Cost: Members $30; Guests/non-members $35; Students, retirees, unemployed $15; program 
only $5 
 
After this event, be sure to give us your feedback on a very short survey at 
http://tinyurl.com/2lhv2y
 

----------------------------Detach and Mail this portion with your Check--------------------- 
Mail your reservations by August 29 to: Deb Hunt, Exploratorium, 3601 Lyon St.,  San 
Francisco, CA 94123, dhunt@exploratorium.edu, 415-353-0485 
  
Name: ________________________________Telephone: ________________________ 
E-Mail: _________________________ SLA Member: ________ Non Member: _______ 
Employer/Affiliation: ______________________________________________________ 
Phone: ________________   or E-mail ________________________________________ 
Menu Choice: Chicken ____ or Phyllo Pastry ____ 
 
Check enclosed for $ _____ Make checks payable to: SF Bay Region Chapter, SLA 
Or Register online via PayPal at 
http://units.sla.org/chapter/csfo/calendar/regform.html#dinner_mtg 
 
 
Are you ______or your employer _____ paying for your attendance at this program? 
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