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Welcome to the May edition of the SLA Southern Appalachian Chapter NewsBriefs! Our Chapter membership currently stands at 59 members…and growing!

REMINDER: JIMMY CARTER PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY TOUR THIS WEEKEND!

Saturday, May 12, 2007 - The SLA Southern Appalachian Chapter will carpool to Atlanta for a tour of the Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum (http://www.jimmycarterlibrary.org/). This tour will include a behind the scenes look at the archives - which should be especially interesting to us as information professionals. The trip is open to Chapter Members and SIS students. We will depart Knoxville at 8:30am and have lunch in Atlanta prior to the tour.  Library admission is $8. Anyone who would like more information may contact Mark at 865/574-7531 or email dickeymw@ornl.gov.

SLA Annual Conference Notes:

Many of us in the Southern Appalachian Chapter are gearing up for another great SLA conference. The SLA Rocky Mountain Chapter has established a Conference Wiki for the annual meeting in Denver. Visit to find out interesting information about the region and conference activities :

 http://lib.colostate.edu/publicwiki/index.php?title=Special_Libraries_Association
For those Southern Appalachian chapter members attending the SLA Annual Conference in Denver, we will be having a chapter members get-together at the Strata Bar (in the Hyatt Regency Hotel, Main conference hotel) for drinks and/or light appetizers on Monday, June 4th at 5:30pm. 
Please stop by for a moment to say hello to your fellow members, and feel free to bring friends/colleagues.
Hope to see you there!

NEW SLA Membership Information System
SLA is planning a new system for membership data and information. Data integrity is one of the key aspects for a successful AMS implementation, and your membership data, such as name, affiliation, address(es), and email information, etc. is an important component. 
Please use this link, Membership Profile, to ensure YOUR membership information is correct and updated to prepare for a successful data migration. If you have questions, please e-mail Linda Jackson, SLA's Database Associate (+1.703.647.4918). 
 NOTE: You will need your UserID and Password to enter.

Improving the Tennessean Business Section

Sharon Butcher, board member of the Southern Appalachian Chapter and reference Librarian at the AEDC Technical Library, recently participated in a discussion hosted by the Nashville Tennessean for ideas to improve the content of the Business section. Here is her report:

Sharon Lee Butcher, AEDC Reference Librarian, Arnold AFB, donned her cub reporter cap recently, participating in a focus group luncheon for Nashville's daily paper, "The Tennessean," in February 2007. The newspaper solicited participants for its business section improvement effort. Sharon, an avid follower of business happenings in mid-Tennessee, participated in one of a number of small focus groups to discuss the paper's content, columns, coverage in all areas, but particularly its business section. Issues addressed included: prototype column changes; credentials of business columnists; advertising in the business section; articles on local entrepreneurs; emphasis/lack thereof on bedroom community businesses; the paper's position on labor-related issues; coverage of Nissan; international business coverage; depth of financial information; business information sources; internet links to sources, expanding reader's options to learn more than what the paper can report; addressing needs of ethnic minorities growing in number; financial make-overs; etc. The young reporter/editor who chaired this session made copious notes on participant comments and was enlightened to learn of the many metropolitan newspapers nation-wide which are available electronically through DIALOG ("The Tennessean" is not part of the broad cadre of newspapers available on DIALOG.) 

SLA’s “ClickU” Course of the month

15 April 2007 - 14 May 2007
Fostering Online Collaboration Using Wikis Many projects that we work on involve some form of collaboration with team members working in the same office or spread around the world.  Teams need an online space and tools that support group conversations, planning and collaborative content creation.  Existing tools can be cumbersome for sharing files, annotating them, supporting editorial discussions, and managing archiving and version control.  Find out how wikis can help teams collaborate and share knowledge.  The flexible, self-organizing nature of wikis and their ease of use make them an ideal toll for creating instant intranets or web sites, team areas, or library/IT documentation areas.  Find out more about wikis, how some libraries have successfully used them, and how wikis fit into your collaboration toolbox.  Also find out where you can set up a hosted wiki or install your own wiki software to test it out.
Click here or on the course title above to begin this Click U Live! Replay

If you have any items you would like to see included in future newsbriefs, please contact Fred Rascoe at fred.rascoe@arnold.af.mil. 
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