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they can be charged with all this 

rebranding!   

 

As I learned at a session at this 

yearõs annual conference titled, 

òScience of Imagination: The 

Neurobiology of Constructivist 

Learning,ó the brain wants  

stories.  Even when you are 

resting, your brain is really  
active and òtalkingó to itself.  

This edition of our newsletter 

provides stories for and about 

our Chapter members.  For 

more photos of our Chapter 

gatherings and programs, see 

the òPhoto Albumó (Flickr) link 

on our Chapterõs website.  

 

I look forward to seeing you at 

events, now in the planning 

stages, as we continue into the 

second half of SLAõs centennial 

year.  Until then, enjoy the bird 

songs of summer while you can, 

AND Thank you Mayor Luke 

Ravenstahl for declaring July 30, 

2009 as SLA-Special Libraries 

Association Day in the City of 

Pittsburgh!  (See the official 

proclamation on page 2 of this 

issue!)   

 

At a recent family gathering, my 

father pointed out a goldfinch 

flying by, making note of its 

characteristic dipping motions.  I 

marveled at the little bird with 

all its energy and beautiful  

vibrant yellow color.  The  

goldfinch passes by quickly,  

unaware of its classification, 

unaware of the name chosen by 
humankind to identify it.  

 

We choose names for our  

children and our pets.  We 

provide tags or labels to our 

blog entries and our Flickr  

photos.  We classify and catalog, 

as well as understand the  

meaning of subject headings and 

the importance of vocabulary 

and thesauri.  We use  

nicknames as well.  I know that I 

drive my family crazy with 

words that I make up when I 

canõt think of the correct word.   

They still laugh at the time that I 

referred to myself as 

òlazydackicaló when I meant 

òlackadaisical.ó  Now, SLA is 

asking us to take a second look 

at how we are classifying our 

organization.  

 

What do you think about SLA 

considering a name change?  Do 

you think we need a new name?  

If so, do you have a suggestion 

for a new name?  You can  

follow the comments and add 

your own at the òSLA Name 

Changeó wiki.  Or, feel free to 

send them to me and I will relay 

them on.  SLA President Gloria 

Zamora òtweetedó this summer: 

òWe are definitely rebranding 

SLA with or without [a] new 

name but alignment info is  

applicable to the entire  

information profession.ó 

 

Align in õ09 was a dominant 

theme at this yearõs SLA  

conference. As many of you 

know a PR firm, Fleishman-

Hillard was hired by SLA.  They 
are leading a team working to 

provide statements  

distinguishing central values of 

information professionals and of 

SLA.   

 

Does our own Chapter name 

best represent our  

membership? As members, we 

should feel welcome to help 

decide on a òflight pathó for our 

future.  Rachel Callison was 

Chapter President when all of 

this alignment talk started.  I am 

pleased that she has agreed to 

take on the role of òAlignment 

Ambassadoró for our Chapter.  

Suzan Dolfi, our new Chapter 

President-elect (Welcome, 

Suzan!) has also agreed to assist 

in this role.  

 

Hey, hereõs an idea:  

Use binomial  

nomenclature to make 

a new name for SLA!  

In fact, we, Homo 

sapiens designated  

Carduelis tristis as the  

scientific name for the 

American Goldfinch...Ahh, 

better yet; perhaps the 

proposed Taxonomy 

Division should be  

approved quickly so that 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/slapittsburgh/sets/
http://units.sla.org/chapter/cpit/index.htm
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