NJ SLA 2008 Planning Meeting Minutes

January 10, 2008

Held at the home of Chapter member, Mary K. Joyce

Chatham, New Jersey

Barbara Burton, President, welcomed members to the planning meeting.  Attendees were as follows: Liz Arnold, Barbara Burton, Binu Chaudhuri, Anne Marie Clift, Annette Feldman, Carol Feltes, Kris Fitzpatrick, Mary K. Joyce, Eric Schwarz, and Sonal Shukla.  Regrets were sent by a few interested members who were unable to attend either due to illness or scheduling conflicts.

Barbara Burton called the 2008 planning meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

A meeting agenda and a NJ SLA 2008 Chapter Officer Form were distributed to the group.  

After a welcome to new officers and committee chairs, Barbara Burton and President-Elect, Eric Schwarz, reviewed the NJ SLA Chapter open committee chair positions.  The elimination of unnecessary/outmoded positions was discussed at length, including the positions of International Relations Chair and Networking Chair, and by-laws were consulted for formal guidance on this matter.  

Kris Fitzpatrick volunteered to be the Government Relations Chair.  A position entitled Ethics Ambassador has been created at the request of SLA National and is currently not filled.  

The position of Business Manager was also discussed at length and may be renamed to more accurately reflect the expectations for this role to include the solicitation of vendor sponsorship for meetings.  

It was agreed upon by Planning Meeting attendees that NJ SLA members uninterested in continuing in their Chair positions recommend replacements to ensure a seamless continuity of those roles.

The Chapter Calendar for 2008 was discussed, with several ideas for programming suggested by attendees.  Topics of interest, formats, venues, partnering with other professional information groups, scheduling, Alice Rankin, and the joint meeting with PTSLA were all discussed at length.  

The general area of Communications was discussed in the vein of how to increase member interest and attendance.  The Newsletter was deemed passé, and a blog or wiki format was considered to be the top choices for communicating with members in the future. The Chapter website overhaul was discussed, and several members offered their help and expertise.  Also, a Chapter Facebook group was created to facilitate more active communication between members.  

Other topics discussed included the following: a possible expenditure for shared ad space in Library Journal for Norma Blake, NJ Librarian of the Year; updating the Practices Manual; the Spalding Scholarship and designated committee members; and the next scheduled meeting: Groundhog Day Dine Around, 2/8/08, in Westfield, NJ.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Marie Clift

Secretary

