         NJ SLA Board Meeting Minutes

May 11, 2006

University Inn and Conference Center
President Ruth Wolfish called the board meeting to order at 5 p.m.

Attendees: Arda Agulian, Liz Arnold, Jeannine Creazzo, Kris Fitzpatrick, Annette Feldman, Carol Feltes, Mary K. Joyce, Janet Weiss and Ruth Wolfish.
Approval of minutes

March 2006 meeting minutes approved by Carol Feltes and seconded by Arda Agulian.

President’s Report, Ruth Wolfish
SLA NJ board and committee members attending SLA Baltimore:
Kate Creegan

Ruth Wolfish

Carol Feltes

Melissa Brown

Arda Agulian



Janet Weiss

Miranda Scott

Jeannine Creazzo

Contacts/vendors for our Business Manager to contact if they will sponsor a meeting:
Arda suggested Gary Cummins, Chemical Abstracts, gcummins@cas.org
Ruth will forward this to Kathy Bradshaw, Business Manager.

The Nominating Committee will be responsible for identifying candidates

for the following positions on the 2007 Board:

Secretary

President-elect

The following members have offered to serve on the Nominating Committee:
Liz Arnold
Carol Feltes

Sherry Markowitz

Ruth Wolfish

Treasurer’s Report, Mary K. Joyce
Mary K. Joyce proposed to move $4,000 the pooled fund to the checking account. 

This was approved to be moved in August. It was also noted that we have too

much money in our account and Carol was instructed to use it for programming in the Fall.  

Ruth has also agreed to ask SLA Leadership for another twinning contact such as a US Chapter in need (Louisiana or Texas) or another Librarian overseas. We need to offer more non-profit scholarships.

President-Elect Report – Carol Feltes
"give aways' were asked for by attendees at the April meeting, perhaps the chapter can
offer a couple of 'door prizes' at each meeting such as $10 gift certificates to book stores, coffee shops, movie tickets, etc.

The Board only approved this for special meetings such as the Holiday party, this will not be done at every meeting.
The Board approved to purchase wine & beer for every meeting.

The Board discussed that attendance has dropped by about 40% at our programs. It is seemingly not because of the topics or venues, but seemingly because the flyers are not available 2-3 months prior to the program. The Board asked that this is rectified in the Fall.  
Not only does the flyer need to go out sooner, when a survey was done a  couple of years ago people said they wanted to know the yearly schedule of events in advance so that they could plan accordingly. They also wanted the location and the day of the week varied, and the cost kept low. Having the meetings in the New Brunswick area is convenient for both NJ and PT chapter members, but 287 is a pain at that hour.

There were 36 RSVPs for the Alice Rankin meeting this year whereas in previous years there have been 84 and 93.

The Board approved supporting the Pres. Elect’s attendance at SLA Baltimore by a maximum of $500, the President does not need support this year.

Committee Chair Reports

Past President, Jeannine Creazzo

1. Liz Arnold and Kate Creegan are thinking of scheduling the dine-around at the North Maple Inn in July.   

2. A message regarding the scholarship has been posted twice to the chapter. Arda was asked to send it to the list of email addresses that she uses to distribute chapter meetings announcements.

3. Jeannine has been named a board member of the Health Sciences Library Association of New Jersey (HSLANJ), until 2008.  She will be providing the same NJSLA report at the HSLANJ board meetings that she does at the Infolink board meetings.

4. Kris Fitpatrick attended the May 9th Program Associates meeting in Jeannine’s absence. The same flyer that she distributed at that meeting was also distributed at the Infolink membership meeting the following day.

Job postings Liz Arnold

As of 5/6 105 job openings have been posted to the NJ SLA discussion list.

The Board strongly commended Liz for a job well done, “major Kudos”! 
Kristen Fitzpatrick – Bulletin Editor
See attached proposed 2006-2007 Advertising and Sponsorship Rates

Membership: Annette Feldman
1. SLA at NJLA: 

This is a proposal to establish a presence at the annual NJLA conference to publicize what SLA is and what it can do for many of the librarians of the state. 

Because NJLA is a geographic rather than functional association, it draws a tremendously varied group of over 1000 librarians who all just happen to live or work in the state.  This makes it a particularly fertile ground for finding new members for both the P-T and NJ chapters of SLA.  Many librarians who fit the SLA’s concept of what makes for a Special Librarian do not necessarily see themselves as such, but could benefit from the programs and services that SLA offers.  

The simplest way to have a presence at the conference is to have a table set up in the entry hall with any promotional information we wish to present.  Health Sciences Librarians have done this for a few years, and when I observed them this year, they seemed to have a steady stream of people stopping by to find out what they do.  To be in keeping with the other presentations that are in the area, SLA should have, at a minimum, one or two people available to greet and talk with bypassers during the two main days of the conference, as well as some kind of decent looking sign or banner indicating who we are.  Any promotional material we want to put out for display would certainly be viewed by the majority of conference attendees, and we would have the opportunity to reach out to a large group of librarians we might not otherwise find.  This year we asked and were given permission to set up the table just a few weeks before the conference, but as most of the arrangements are made by the end of January for the April conference, we should act earlier, if we want to have a more effective presence at the 2007 conference.  An email or phone call to Pat Tumulty or whomever is conference chair for next year should be all that it takes.

Since the conference draws librarians from all over the state, it seems natural for us to do this in concert with the P-T chapter.  This year, Connie Paul expressed an interest in representing SLA on one day, while I was there on the second day of the conference.  Neither of us spent much time at the table, but I did notice on my day that the flyers for the Alice Rankin lecture were taken.  Perhaps, with a minimal investment on our two chapters’ parts, we can expand our membership throughout the state in a new direction.

2. Update on communication from national membership department, re

membership lists, renewals, conference attendees, etc.

This issue is still difficult. Ruth will also raise awareness on this issue with SLA HQ when she sends in the Chapter Annual Report. 
Follow-Up Items for the Next Meeting
Possibility of forming a budget committee. Janet Weiss offered to be a part of this and to teach others the process of getting sponsors.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:15.

Respectfully submitted,

Melissa Brown, NJSLA Chapter Secretary

