         NJ SLA Board Meeting Minutes

March 13, 2006

Held via teleconference
President Ruth Wolfish called the board meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

Attendees: Arda Agulian, Liz Arnold, Melissa Brown, Jeannine Creazzo, Kris Fitzpatrick, Annette Feldman, Carol Feltes, Mary-Kay Joyce,  Janet Weiss and Ruth Wolfish.
Approval of minutes

November 2005 meeting minutes approved by Arda Agulian and seconded by Jeannine Creazzo.

January 2006 meeting minutes approved by Jeannine Creazzo and seconded by Arda Agulian.

President’s Report, Ruth Wolfish
$500 for the chapter reception at SLA Baltimore

The committee putting together the chapter reception is nearing the end of deliberations.  Arrangements must be finalized with the hotel by March 15. The 5 chapters are asked to contribute $500 each.  Only Pennsylvania, which is a smaller chapter, is finding this a little high for their budget.  They have agreed to support this level this year, but may not join us next year. As host chapter, Maryland is handling the local arrangements and will also be handling payment of the hotel catering services. Chair of our planning committee, Linda Hutchinson, has requested that each chapter pre-pay their $500 portion to the Maryland chapter treasurer by March 30. Our arrangements have to be passed  by SLA and they also need to see proof of financial support for the event.  Apparently there have been some difficulties in the past with some chapters exceeding their available resources for events. 

Board voted unanimously to contribute $500 for the chapter reception at SLA Baltimore.
Funding for Widharto to attend SLA in Baltimore
Mary K. suggested we pay for Widharto’s SLA membership but not for the conference. Carol agreed and suggested we offer the opportunity for someone else to attend the conference. We agreed to pay for Widharto’s conference last year because we had the money in our budget to do so.

Liz indicated we had approval to sponsor his membership for 2 years. His membership expires in 2007.

Board voted unanimously to pay for SLA membership for Widharto but not to fund the cost for him to attend the conference.
Nominating committee for 2007
According to the Chapter Practices the Nominating Committee consists of three people appointed by the President, with approval of the Executive Board.  
Reviews for Pam Rollo and Open URL event
Pam Rollo event
Generally high marks and complimentary remarks -- more than one person complained about the venue -- uncomfortable chairs.  Several students who attended as part of the colloquium commented how Rollo and SLA were immaterial to their interests -- mostly educational media comments. Others felt she spent too much time on anecdotal information.  
Open URL event
Reviews ranked 1-6 (1 being excellent) ran heavily to 2s and 4s. Questions were raised on the surveys, and quite a number of participants remained after the talk to speak with Eric 1-on-1 -- a good sign for all.

Treasurer’s Report, Mary K. Joyce
See attached financial report for 12/31/05 – 3/1/06
President-Elect Report – Carol Feltes
Upcoming Programs

April 6th - Joanne Lustig from Outsell
Outsell will cover Joanne’s travel costs..
Knovel is sponsor and has given $500 for the meeting.
May 11th- Alice Rankin Dinner 

Jane Burke, General Manager of Serials Solution has accepted the nomination.
No venue has been chose but a possible venue it the Marriott or IEEE. Kris Fitzpatrick is looking another place on the Rutgers campus or another location in New Brunswick. 
Jeannine suggested that meetings should be held at locations besides hotels to keep cost down.

Committee Chair Reports

Past President, Jeannine Creazzo
1. I posted a message to the discussion list on February 21st, encouraging members to host dine-arounds.  As of March 6th, I am happy to report that Liz Arnold and Kate Creegan are working on a date to host another dine-around at the North Maple Inn, hopefully some time in April.  Rita Reisman informed me that she is interested in hosting a dine-around in July or August.  I am also in the process of creating a checklist to use when organizing a dine-around.  I will ask past hosts of dine-arounds for their comments and suggestions.

2. Jill Calabria, SLA’s director of membership marketing, provide me with numerous copies of a brochure used to generate membership.  I purchased and formatted blank address labels with both the NJ and Princeton-Trenton chapter’s website addresses and affixed them to the back of the brochure.  My supply of brochures was handed out at the February RUSLA meeting that both myself and Janet Weiss presented at as well as the Pam Rollo event.  I have sent the file with the label format to Connie Paul so that she can use the same labels for these brochures.  I have also requested additional brochures from Jill.

3. The SCILS Program Associates has requested, from each member organization, a position paper (of not more 500 words) to state what SCILS has meant to your organization, the value SCILS has been and will be in the future in sustaining and encouraging distinguished librarianship from their point of view in the state of New Jersey. On March 6th, I sent the draft to all board members and committee chairs for review.  I received comments and suggestions from Liz Arnold and Donna Savino.  I will be sending the document on Monday the 13th.

4. I updated the draft announcement for the Frank Spaulding scholarship and distributed it to the current board members.  According to the unapproved minutes from the November meeting, a date upon which the announcement would be made had not been determined.  The date would be determined based on Carol’s programming plan (Carol was not in attendance this meeting to respond) and pending other changes made to the draft.   

The minutes did not state what specific topic was decided upon.  If anyone who attended the meeting remembers what was discussed please let me know so I can update the announcement. 
The question of where the expense for the scholarship should be in our budget came up at the November meeting.  Nancy A. Sansalone (Deputy Executive Director/CFO of SLA) checked the Treasurer's Communities of Practice under the Quicken Budget set-up and reporting category.  In Quicken, there is a scholarship line under expenses.  Mary K. should place our student scholarship expense in that line. If our version of Quicken does not have this set-up in the budget, then go ahead and record the student scholarship expense under miscellaneous expenses as a sub expense - student scholarship expense. 
Bulletin Editor, Kristen Fitzpatrick
Update on Newsletter and Ad rates:

1. Newsletter: work has begun on an issue to be released in late April.  Please send any information you have for the bulletin to Kris Fitzpatrick by the end of March. 

2. Ad rates: Odile Cole of Pinpoint Documents is persistent in wanting to advertise in our newsletter.

Proposal is for single issue insert, based upon charges by other SLA chapters and the fact that were in a more costly part of the world? 

Quarter page $100 

Half page $175 

Full page $300 

10% off multiple issues pre-paid. 
Jeannine suggested that Kris & Kathy reach out to vendors and present them with the option to either sponsor a meeting or place an ad in the newsletter. Mary K. suggested that ad sponsor does not get a free dinner meeting.
Board voted unanimously to accept Kris’ ad rate proposal for the newsletter.
3. Widharto web site: 

Questions from Robert Harris: 

1) what does the board want this page to accomplish? 

2) will this be the first of a number of international sites? 

3) are you looking for interactivity (an Ask Widharto page?!)  

Membership Report - Annette Feldman 

Review of information from survey and industry analysis – very few people responded to the online survey that was sent out, but I’ve taken a look at some industry information that was available in the membership list and I’d like raise some questions with more experienced board members about the makeup of the membership

 
Follow-Up Items for the Next Meeting
Kris will work with Kathy Bradshaw to create a page proposal for the bulletin

Jeannine will send scholarship document with the suggested changes for the board to review.
Motion to adjourn was made by Jeannine Creazzo and was seconded by Melissa Brown. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Melissa Brown, NJSLA Chapter Secretary

