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 Consider and provide recommendations to 
implement a consortial approach to 
purchasing ebooks, with the possible goal of 
sharing titles purchased by individual 
members.

 Examine the idea of centrally funding an 
ebook collection to which all VALE members 
have access.
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VENDOR COUNT PERCENT

netLibrary 21 51%

Ebrary 12 29%

Other 11 27%

Safari 6 15%

EBL 3 7%

Access Medicine 2 2%

Books 24x7 1 2%

Books@Ovid 1 2%



PUBLISHER COUNT PERCENT

Gale Reference 22 54%

Oxford 18 44%

Other 8 20%

Wiley 8 20%

Sage 6 15%

ABC Clio 5 12%

Cambridge 5 12%

Elsevier 5 12%

Springer 4 10%
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FACTOR COUNT PERCENT

Consortium Pricing 39 95%

Ease of Use 29 71%

Usage Reports 
Availability

20 49%

Perpetual Access 17 41%

Shared Access 16 39%

Interlibrary Loan 
Rights

7 17%

Limits on Concurrent 
Users

7 17%

Other 2 5%



 General Reference (38% rated "Most 
appealing")

 Business (34% rated "Most appealing")

 Health Sciences (including Nursing) 
(31% rated "Most appealing")





 Cynthia Coulter, Hudson Co. Comm. College

 Robert Egan, Raritan Valley Comm. College 

 Erin Finnerty, NJ Institute of Technology

 Martine Honigsberg, Centenary College

 Sulekha Kalyan, Seton Hall University 

 Mary Mallery, Montclair State University

 Gracemary Smulewitz, Rutgers U. (Chair) 

 Mary Ellen Valverde, Stevens Institute of 
Technology



 1) Browser and Device Compatibility

 2) Content

 3) Functionality for End-user

 4) Functionality for Tech Service / Library

 5) Sales Model/Cost







 Usage statistics - COUNTER compliant

 Marc records (availability and content)

 Technical Support service 

 Interlibrary loan

 Automatic updates to content

 Automatic updates to delivery methods

 Single or simultaneous multiple users

 Remote authentication - IP, proxy, password

 EPUB standards?



 Subscription (pay-per-use, purchase, user-
driven, lease-to-own)

 Platform fee (aggregator or unique?)

 Item cost

 Minimum commitment

 Perpetual access

 Individual titles (unbundled) 

 Consortium contract 

 Patron-driven acquisition- flexibility for 
institutions to set criteria for purchase 
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