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Greetings to everyone, as spring rapidly turns into summer here in 

South Louisiana. I hope that this finds you successfully engaged in 

your job and profession. And as an SLA member, you do have op-

portunities to extend these professional opportunities and connec-

tions through our Chapter as well as the national organization. 

 If you haven’t noticed, the SLA website has added a number of 

Web 2.0 features, such as RSS feeds, blogs, forums, and wikis, 

along with some additional resources. Under Click-U, a free 

“Course of the Month” has just been added (this month it’s on 

presentation skills). Various certificate programs are offered, and 

an online “Knowledge Management Library” has been added, giv-

ing a member free access to a number of ebary books within the 

fields of finance, accounting, management, and leadership. I think 

that you’ll be surprised over the range of material that’s available 

without charge. Another feature that I just discovered is execu-

Books, which are executive summaries of business books. 

While I admit that the Web site is a real mess, Steve Abrams has 

brought a lot of optimism and energy into SLA as this year’s presi-

dent.  

 And on that subject, I would encourage everyone to attend the an-

nual conference to be held this year in Seattle from June 13th -15th. 

There is typically something for everyone at these, plus it is possi-

ble to get an insight into the organization’s leadership, as well as 

the professional staff that makes these events run so smoothly. 

 Getting back to more local matters, the Chapter had an opportunity 

to see several divisions of the State Library of Louisiana on April  
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In late February this year, the Gunter Library was notified that it had received a grant from SOLINET as 

part of the Academic Library Hurricane Recovery Project funded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. 

The funds will support recovery from damages inflicted by Hurricane Katrina.  This is the second award 

from the Academic Library Hurricane Recovery Project that Gunter Library has received. In 2007, 

Gunter Library replaced over 300 books and journals using the first round of Recovery Project funds. 

Hurricane Katrina’s storm surge flooded the library with thirteen to fifteen inches of marsh water. Nearly 

1,300 books and all or parts of 135 journal titles were lost due to the flood. Library materials kept in of-

fices and laboratories were destroyed as well.   

 

Gunter Library was one of 850 libraries and museums recently selected to receive the “IMLS Connecting 

to Collections Bookshelf.” The contents of the bookshelf were selected by a blue ribbon panel of conser-

vation experts. In includes an essential set of books, online resources and a user’s guide that can pro-

foundly impact the ability of small libraries and museums to care for their collections. The IMLS Book-

shelf  focuses on collections typically found in art of history museums and in libraries’ special collec-

tions, with an added selection of texts for living collections. It addresses topics including the philosophy 

and ethics of collecting, collections management and planning, emergency preparedness, and culturally 

specific conservation issues. The IMLS Bookshelf was made possible by a cooperative agreement with 

the American Association for State and Local History and with support from the Gerry Foundation, the 

Henry Luce Foundation and the Samuel H. Kress Foundation.   

Gunter library at the gulf coast research laboratory 
RECOVERS FROM DAMAGE CAUSED BY HURRICANE KATRINA 

President’s Message, continued from page 1 

11th. If you are not attending our local events, I would either urge you to either do so, or 

let us know what activities would have more drawing power. Our Chapter membership 

currently stands at 55, including our student members. About 30 of you live in and 

around Baton Rouge, so we will probably continue to base most of our programming 

there. Again if you have any ideas regarding future programs, direction of the Chapter, 

etc, please contact me or any one of the officers. We typically try to have a planning 

meeting in the summer, and would like to have as much input from Chapter members 

as possible. 

This newsletter, by the way, will be the last edited by Lisa Lewis, as she moves into her 

new role as President-Elect for this year. The entire Chapter owes her a debt of grati-

tude for the great job that she's done with it over the last several years. Nicholas Gish 

who is just finishing his MLIS from LSU has agreed to take over as the next Newsletter 

editor. We're all happy that a newer member has agreed to shoulder this responsibility, 

and look forward to working with him in the future. I also appreciate his willingness to 

get involved in the Chapter at an early stage in his professional career. 

Here’s hoping that you all have a successful Spring and Summer.  

Bill Strickland, Chapter President 
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NEW MEMBER NEWS 

 

The LaSoMi chapter welcomes the following new members who are students in the SLIS program at 

LSU: Sally Adrina Taylor, Brandon Reilly, Nicholas Gish and Charlene Gernon.   

 

The Challenge of Icons 
 

 The Archives Department is the repository for the Roman Catholic Diocese of Baton 
Rouge and serves primarily as an institutional archive; however, in recent years some 

donations have been accepted. Our collection, about 200 linear feet, consists mainly of 
the historical sacramental registers of our parishes, bishops’ papers, photographs and 

slides, reports and correspondence of parishes.  Although a large part of our collection 
is paper, we also house microfilm, digital media and a fair amount of artifacts. Most of 

our workload is generated through institutional requests, though genealogists and re-

searchers also use our collection. Although our office participates in historical television 
programming and occasional exhibits have been put together for presentations, our 

building currently has no permanent secure space devoted to exhibits.  
In August 2006, our Diocese received 21 Russian icons from the estate of Reverend James 

Kinkead. Father Kinkead traveled extensively in Eastern Europe and was a collector of religious art 

and artifacts. The icons themselves are pictorial representations of holy figures, saints or scenes 
taken from the Scriptures. They were not intended as decoration, but were instead revered as holy 

and sacred objects. The Diocese was pleased to acquire these unique, interesting and potentially 
valuable items.   

The icons were reboxed into archival boxes and wrapped with acid free tissue, but not be-
fore being carefully measured, photographed from several angles, described and added to our com-

puterized tracking system.   

Education about the history of icons was essential. Our archivists had limited knowledge of 
religious iconography, so we went on an information-gathering mission. Books from the East Baton 

Rouge library and its inter-library loan program helped us to obtain more specific information and 

St. George 
Icon, possibly 

the oldest in 
our collection.  

SLA Scholarship News 

Two LaSoMi members/LSU SLIS students have been selected to receive 
scholarships from SLA.  Eric Claville received the Affirmative Action Schol-

arship and Mardene Carr was selected for the Mary Adeline Professional 
Development Scholarship. LaSoMi and SLIS both contributed travel funds 

for the recipients to attend the SLA 2008 Annual Conference in Seattle to 
receive their awards in person.  Congratulations to these two outstanding 

students.  



 

The LaSoMi Newsletter April 2008 Page 4 

GUNTER LIBRARY LEADING CERT TRAINING EFFORT 

Gunter Library at the Gulf Coast Research Lab (GCRL) is leading the effort to have Com-

munity Emergency Response Team (CERT) training offered on the campus of the University 

of Southern Mississippi. CERT is a program offered through the Mississippi Department of 

Homeland Security Civilian Corp office. CERT is a training program that helps people help 

themselves, their families and their communities in the event of a disaster. Classes are bro-

ken into nine modules taught over 20 hours. Modules include managing utilities and small 

fire suppression, basic first aid, search and rescue, organizing volunteers, and communica-

tion with local emergency responders. CERT is a positive and realistic approach to emer-

gency and disaster situations where citizens may be on their own and their actions make a 

difference. The training is open to all interesting faculty, staff and students at GCRL, and to 

other campus personnel and local community members. There is no cost to participate.  

CERT training is standardized across the United States and is 

funded through the US Department of Homeland Security to each 

state. An agency wanting to provide CERT training request grant 

funding from the state office which is used to hire a trainer and 

purchase course materials.  

In late January, Tood Frier, Mississippi Department of Homeland Security CERT program 

manager, met with GCRL director Dr. William Hawkins and Department of Coastal Sci-

ences chairman Jeff Lotz to outline the program and its components. He addressed the mem-

bership of the Rotary Club of Ocean Springs earlier in the day as an invited speaker of Joyce 

Shaw, head librarian of the Gunter Library and a Rotarian.   

More information on CERT training in a particular area is available from the CERT website, 

https://www.citizencorps.gov/cert/.   

SAVE THESE DATES: 
 

 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2008 — LOUISIANA BOOK FESTIVAL, downtown BR — 
Remember that it takes 500 volunteers to make the festival happen, so con-
sider volunteering to help. See: http://lbf.state.lib.la.us/ 

 
 FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2008 — CELEBRATION OF THE  60TH ANNIVERSARY OF 

THE LOUISIANA STATE DOCUMENTS DEPOSITORY PROGRAM, STATE LIBRARY OF 
LOUISIANA. Contact Ferol Foos at ffoos@pelican.state.lib.la.us for more info. 

https://www.citizencorps.gov/cert/
http://lbf.state.lib.la.us/
mailto:ffoos@pelican.state.lib.la.us
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Louisiana/Southern Mississippi Chapter, Special Libraries Association 

Minutes of Meeting held Thursday, October 11, 2007 

 

The meeting was held at 10:00 a.m. in the David R. Poynter Legislative Research Library in the State Capitol, 

Baton Rouge. Members in attendance: Bill Armstrong (LSU-BR), Ferol Foos (State Library), Carrie Henderson 

(ExxonMobil), Tao Jin (LSU SLIS), Lisa Lewis (Diocese of Baton Rouge), Debbie Pitcher (ExxonMobil), 

Steve Pomes (US Dept of Interior Minerals Mgt), Bill Strickland (Tulane). 

 

Suzie Johnston, Library Director, talked about the library, covering its history, organization and staff responsi-

bilities, collection, services, and client base. The staff members described their activities. Notes on their presen-

tation are appended to the minutes. 

 

Following the presentation, the Chapter held a business meeting.  President Strickland offered a proposed list of 

2008 officers. The list was approved unanimously. 

develop our appreciation for this art form. We searched the web for information, and we located an 

Atlanta collector whose collection was being exhibited at the New Orleans Museum of Art under the 
title “Windows of Heaven.” We traveled to New Orleans to meet with the museum curator to view 

the exhibit.  
Inspired by the beautiful “Windows of Heaven” display at NOMA, we asked ourselves 

whether we might also display our collection of icons. Expanding outreach is a dream of our archi-

vists, and this seemed like the perfect opportunity. After all, we didn’t accept this donation to keep 
these icons locked in our vault. We believe they are a very moving and meaningful part of religious 

history, and we want others to have the opportunity to view them.  
The Diocesan administrative building has no secure space for displays at this time. We con-

tacted local museums for names of recommended national and local case-makers to request esti-
mates. A display case proposal was included in our recently-submitted budget, and we hope for ap-

proval. Part of our proposal includes hiring an appraiser and using a professional conservator to 

clean some of the icons. We want to refrain from restoring them. At least one of them is damaged, 
with the faces of the saints being partly obliterated. This, however, speaks to the social and political 

history of Russia at the time and is part of their provenance.  
Some of the icons have metal covers called rizas, each custom made as a protector, since 

touching an icon was an important part of its prayer value. Rizas consist of sheets of metal worked 

into fashionable decoration with small apertures for the faces, hands and feet which remain visible. A 
traditional icon is believed to be the physical embodiment of prayer, an important fact to keep in 

mind when dealing with them.   
 

 

I hope you enjoyed this piece I wrote which was printed in an  Archival 

newsletter earlier this year. I just thought Iõd include something about my own 

job in this last newsletter I will format for LaSoMi. I thank all of you for your 

submissions for these past few years. You have been wonderful to work with, 

and Iõve learned a lot. I look forward to serving the chapter in a new way for 

the next couple of years.  

 

Newsletter editor, Lisa Lewis 

  

The Challenge of Icons (continued from page 3)  



 

The LaSoMi Newsletter April 2008 Page 6 

Minutes of Meeting held Thursday, October 11, 2007 (continued from page 5)  

 

 President   Bill Strickland 

 President-Elect  Lisa Lewis 

 Secretary  Ferol Foos 

 Treasurer  Stephen Pomes 

 Membership Chair Kelly Blessinger 

 Employment & Career Guidance Chair   Beth Paskoff 

 Networking Chair Bill Armstrong 

 Member Recognition & Nominating Chair   David Duggar 

 Archivist  Amy Baptist 

 Newsletter Editor open [LSU members will try to identify an editor] 

 Webmaster/Discussion List Manager  Cindy Bencaz 

 

A discussion of future meetings included:  Beth Paskoff offering to follow up on a program on copyright  

and deciding to consider a meeting at the State Library Louisiana Collection. 

  

Stephen Pomes will investigate moving the Chapter account to a bank with more reasonable rates.  Members 

at LSU-BR will try to find someone among the LSU Libraries staff to take on the newsletter editor position. 

 

Tao Jen, faculty advisor for the LSU SLIS SLA student chapters of SLA and American Society for Informa-

tion Science and Technology, is interested in serving the chapter. For everyone’s information,  SLA will 

meet in New Orleans in 2010.  The meeting was adjourned.      

Submitted by Ferol Foos, Secretary  Ferol Foos 
 

  Louisiana/Southern Mississippi Chapter, Special Libraries Association 

Meeting Minutes Thursday, October 11, 2007 

 

 Notes from David R. Poynter Legislative Research Library staff presentation: 

 

 The library is a division of the House Legislative Services. There are five information specialists who 

each serve various divisions of the House of Representatives and also have individual specialties, e.g. cata-

loging, systems, serials, general reference. They must read everything on their subject area that comes in the 

library or goes out to legislators, and 2+ newspapers a day. There are also two technicians, and two student 

interns who are usually from LSU SLIS or political science majors. New hires must learn the legislative 

websites and terminology. 

 

 Skills required for new full-time staff include organizing, basic civics with knowledge of legislature 

and governmental procedures, solid reference/research, and cataloging.  

 

 The library is on the 13th floor. The 13th and 14th floors were reinforced during the last renovation to 

hold the weight of the collection. 

 

 The collection consists mainly of current materials focusing on hot topics.  It is continuously weeded 

because the library is severely space limited. Some materials are obtained in paper format because it is so 

mobile and can be carried to committee meetings.  Items are usually withdrawn after five years. Discarded 

materials are donated to the State Library for the Louisiana Collection. The collection consists primarily of 

reports but includes journals/magazines of current or potential interest whose articles are cataloged, and files 

on court cases involving the Legislature. One librarian reads the serials that come by subscription. Articles 

are clipped and cataloged. The library has its own databases on legislation since 1997, using Datatrac soft-

ware. They create and maintain a journal index of unusual legislative actions such as name changes and 
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Notes from David R. Poynter Legislative Research Library staff presentation (continued from page 6) 

 

oaths of office. The catalog is Inmagic software which is flexible and very good for small libraries. The catalog 

in on the intranet, not web-based, and is accessible only to the legislature and some others in the capitol build-

ing. There is microfilm of every bill on the house and senate docket. They maintain all pocket parts back to the 

1960s; this is unique to the library although the Louisiana Supreme Court Library may also have these. The 

clipping file uses an in-house subject heading list. It includes every article on legislative sessions in Louisiana 

newspapers beginning with 1979. Deteriorating records are being digitized. The library subscribes to Westlaw 

and LexisNexis. 

 

The staff contacts the legislature attorneys when they need an interpretation of laws. They participate in the 

National Conference of State Legislatures network with other states’ legislative librarians. 

 

Indexes for each session are prepared for the digest, calendar journals, and the acts. The indexes are the largest 

effort of the staff. They have to keep paper copies of legislation in all stages because they write notes on them 

for the indexes. They help staff the public PULS Line for reference and informational questions. The staff also 

maintains statistics on reference requests and in-house use of the collection. They assist with orientation and 

training for legislative assistants. They participate in a formal one-week orientation for new legislators and 

smaller, less formal group meetings. Term limits laws have generated more new legislators. 

 

The most frequent requests are for daily newspaper news, new Internet postings, pamphlets less than a month 

old and studies published within the last year. Their clients’ favorite format for information is tables, and they 

also appreciate statistics, especially comparisons of all 50 states. 

 

 Clients are the legislative staff and legislators. They do not serve the public nor is the collection open to the 

public.  The Senate Library is on the 14th floor. The librarian provides reference service but not research. Many 

resources, e.g. court reporters and law reviews, are now online so the collection has shrunk; that space is now 

offices. 

 

 There is  code of confidentiality among legislators, their staffs and librarians, even among library staff mem-

bers. 

 

  Ferol Foos, Secretary 

 

 

Summary of Treasurer’s Report 1/1/2007—8/1/2007 

 
Beginning Balance:  $3,846.55 

Ending Balance: $3,661.51 

Income from SLA disbursement: $1,125.00 

Payouts:  

   Conference Fees $844.83 

   Catering $747.21 

   Contributions $100.00 


