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Greetings LaSoMi Members,  
 
While this might be considered the Fall newsletter, Fall certainly comes pretty 
slowly to this part of the country, as far as the weather goes. But in the next few 
weeks, we’ll begin to see cooler temps, and I hope that you all can get outdoors 
as much as possible. I recommend long walks, runs, bike rides and /or ca-
noe/kayak trips to get in touch with your mind, sprint, and body. 
 
A month or so ago, I read a new book  titled Younger Next Year coauthored by 
Chris Crowly, a retired lawyer, and Harry Lodge, a practicing internist. The ba-
sic premise is that while one can’t reverse the aging process, there are specific  
things that one can do to live a longer, more productive life, based on concrete 
scientific research. Two of the things are pretty obvious and comes as no sur-
prise – diet and exercise. The other thing is something that we don’t think about 
very often, and that is connecting, committing, and caring about others. 
 
While this encompasses a wide variety of personal and professional actions and 
activities, I don’t think that we can rule out the positive aspects of being active 
in a professional group such as SLA. While we understand the health dangers of 
burrowing into a couch, night after night with pizza, M&M’s and non-stop TV, 
we should also see the danger of burrowing down into our workplaces, becom-
ing professional Lone Rangers. As SLA members, you have already made a 
commitment to connect to the greater world of special librarianship and special 
librarians. However, for those of you who are not active in our LaSoMi Chapter, 
I would urge you to go a step further by connecting with your local Chapter 
leaders and members, and make your unique voice heard. We are always looking 
for new ideas for future programs, as well as for some new blood to “freshen up” 
the executive committee. 
 
On Thursday, October 11th our Chapter has an invitation to visit the Louisiana 
Legislative Library at the State Capital, in what should prove to be an educa-
tional opportunity for us all. Suzi Johnson, the director, will give us a brief over-
view of what the role of the library is, some of their unique items, and lead a tour 
of the facility. In addition to this, we will have a short business meeting to ap-
prove officers for next year, and will also have lunch in the vicinity as a group. I 
hope to see as many of you there as possible. 
 
Bill Strickland, Chapter President 
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THE LASOMI CHAPTER WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 
 

Students:   Michael Waller, Tara Lombardi, Andrew Tadman, Elizabeth “Biz” Whiteknact, 
Nancy McDonald, Kathryn Erikson, Allison Snell, Eric Knapp, Suzanne Ryan, Joanna Ar-
nold and Cherie Givens 


Librarians Aaron Lercher and Georgia Chadwick  
Kelly Ebeling  of Safari Books  
Teri M. Diamond of 10K Wizard Technology, LLC  

 
  
Most people would likely describe the library as a quiet, serious, and overall boring place.  There is 
something about being in a room filled with stacks upon stacks of information that can be somewhat 
daunting, even at times intimidating.  When put into the context of a collegiate setting, where it is neces-
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sary for students to regularly frequent such a place for numerous intents and purposes, the library can be-
come downright overwhelming.  For this reason, the faculty and staff of the John B. Cade Library at South-

ern University and A & M College, Baton Rouge have 
taken a new and unconventional approach to library ori-
entation for freshmen students this semester. 
 
The John B. Cade Library held an orientation activity for 
incoming freshmen students entitled, The Amazing Li-
brary Race: Stomp The Yard Edition 2007.  In keeping 
with the theme, pre-race activities included a step team 
performance by Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., as well 
as a performance by freshmen members of the Southern 
University Marching Band.  The Band performed the SU 
Fight Song and  

The Amazing Library Race: Stomp the Yard Edition (continued from previous page)  
 
recent nationwide hit The Cupid Shuffle, to the latter of which members of the faculty and staff performed a 
dance.   
 
The goal of the orientation was to welcome incoming freshmen students to the library and to introduce them 
to the services and resources that it offers.  Through the activity, library faculty and staff hoped to stimulate 
a sustained interest in the library as a place students can come to for informational, recreational and cultural 
purposes, Furthermore, they wanted to increase the comfort level of new students about using the library 
and its services and familiarize students with those who work in the library. 
 
The activity was exactly as the title itself suggested – a race.  Loosely based on the television show, The 
Amazing Race, The Amazing Library Race had students to separate into teams and compete against each 
other to complete tasks and reach the final destination.  Thefirst, second and third place teams were awarded 
prizes from event supporters Bourgee’s Boutique, Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Baton Rouge, The 
Southern University Bookstore, the Southern University System Foundation and Top Choice Products.  All 
prizes and giveaways were donations in support of the library activity.   
 
It was definitely something to see.  To the casual, uninformed observer it might have seemed strange to 
catch sight of groups of sweaty laughing students running up and down the stairwells and hallways of John 
B. Cade Library.  “I never thought you could do something like this in a library,” said DeMarcus R Taylor 
who was on the winning team.  “It was fun and challenging.”  Teams were given a set list of tasks to accom-
plish, tasks which led them through all four floors of the library to seven destinations which included Refer-
ence, Circulation, Computer Laboratory, Camille Shade African American Collection, Music Listening, 
Periodicals, and of course, the Stacks.  Through the course of the race, teams found it necessary  to dialogue 
with various members of the library staff in order to move through the race.  At the end of the race, partici-
pating students were treated to Papa John's pizza and Coca-Cola soft drinks, courtesy of the library.   
 
Following the main activity, there was a ticket drawing for door prizes where the top prize was an IPOD 
Shuffle.  Consolation prizes included SU drawstring bags, t-shirts, SU pom poms, and the novel Breach of 

NEW MEMBER PROFILE 
Aaron Lercher is the Mathematics Librarian at Middleton Library at Louisiana State University.  
He recently made a career move from Philosophy to Librarianship and, at the same time, moved fro 
Buffalo to Baton Rouge.  He has a doctorate in Philosophy and an M.L.S., both from the SUNY Uni-
versity at Buffalo.  He will miss the snow in winter, but he looks forward to working with other SLA 
members among the science librarians at LSU.   
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UPCOMING SLA LASOMI CHAPTER MEETING 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON THE 
DAVID R. POYNTER LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH LIBRARY 

 
By Lisa Lewis and Katie Tessier 

 
The David R. Poynter Legislative Research Library has been supporting the research needs of the 
members and staff of the Louisiana House of Representatives since 1981 when the Legislative Coun-
cil split into the House of Representatives and the Senate. The staff and library for the Legislative 
Council were divided into two parts, with the library becoming the David R. Poynter Legislative Re-
search Library and the Legislative Law Library. This split was party due to the increasingly high vol-
ume of legislation being introduced, which was too high for one staff to handle. Since its creation in 
1981, the Poynter Library has been under the umbrella of House Legislative Services.  
 
From their Collection Development Policy:  
 
The David R. Poynter Legislative Research  Library is responsible for providing timely and relevant 
research information to the members and staff of the Louisiana House of Representatives, Louisiana 
Senate, the Legislative Fiscal Office, the Legislative Auditor’s Office, and all legislative Caucuses 
and Delegations. The library collection is special in nature, emphasizing state legislative and general 
legal research materials. Case, statutory, and regulatory law and policy are collected as well as gov-
ernment documents addressing topics that impact state legislatures exclusively. The Poynter Library 
gives reciprocal assistance to university law libraries, the State Library of Louisiana, the Louisiana 
Supreme Court Library, and state executive agency libraries. The private legal community and gen-
eral public are referred to appropriate information sources in the state.  
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Project Updates 
At The Historic New Orleans Collection 

By Gerald Patout 
 

Over the course of the last several years a number of Historic New Orleans Collection projects have 
been featured in the LaSoMi newsletter and to date,  the following update information on these efforts 
is provided: 
 
 The Obituary Index Project with NOPL:  
 
 Five processors continue card file data input at NOPL’s Central  Branch Library downtown with 
480,000 records of newspaper obituary citations.  Most of the cards  from A through Q and  W, X, Y 
and Z’s   are now in the database with efforts focused on the large concentration of  obit cards in R, S, 
and T drawers.   The web address to this simple search page of this database available via NOPL’s Spe-
cial Collections web page is as follows: 
 

 http://obits.gno.lib.la.us/scripts/minisa.dll/144/NOPL?DIRECTSEARCH 
 

 The Vieux Carré Survey Project: 
 
 The work of entering the synopsized chains-of-title (from New Orleans beginnings until the late 20th 
century) into the database, for all properties in the hundred-odd squares bounded by Canal Street, Ram-
part Street, Esplanade Avenue and the Mississippi River is nearly complete;   staff  is currently working 
on the last half-dozen lots.   In addition to the chains-of-title,  other textual information provided by the 
Vieux Carré Commission like historical and architectural evaluations, newspaper articles, book excerpts 
and the likes have been entered into the database, with the exception of irregularly shaped “squares” 
along the batture, between Decatur Street and the river. 
 
 The next goal of the project is to get all of this textual information onto the THNOC website, in a 
searchable format, as soon as possible and the IT Department is currently working on this effort. 
 
  
 The Furniture of Louisiana - Colonial and Federal Periods, Creole and Vernacular 1735 -1835     
-  book publication  project 
 
 After a major photo  shoot in the Upper Mississippi River Valley, the furniture book database now 
stands at 1,408 images.   Essentially all text has been submitted and is now being edited by The Collec-
tion.   Publication is expected in winter 2009 – 2010. 
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ANNUAL MEETING, SOCIETY OF AMERICAN ARCHIVISTS  
By Lisa H. Lewis 
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Special Libraries Association, LaSoMi Chapter  
Board Meeting August 21, 2007, 7:00 p.m. DeAngelo’s, Baton Rouge 

Summary 
 
Attendees: Bill Strickland (President), Bill Armstrong, Cindy Bencaz, Kelly Blessinger, Lisa 
Lewis, Ferol Foos, Beth Paskoff.  Absent: David Duggar, Gerald Patout, Steve Pomes. 
 
Strickland distributed current membership list. 66 individual members; 2 corporate mem-
bers: Safari Books Online, 10K Wizard Technology, LLC.  Lisa Lewis has agreed to serve 
as Vice President-President Elect.  Kelly Blessinger is working on recruiting a colleague for 
Bulletin Editor. 
 
Allison Snell is the president of the SLIS SLA student chapter. Beth Paskoff said the 
LaSoMi Chapter members could aid the student chapter by offering to host student tours of 
their facilities.  
 
The Fall chapter meeting will be in October, probably on a Friday, at the Poynter House 
Legislative Research Library in the Capital, Baton Rouge. Capital requirements are too diffi-
cult for a Saturday meeting. Suzie Johnson will host. She and Strickland are working on the 
date.   Spring chapter meeting will probably be toward the end of March, 2008, after Easter.  
 
The Board agreed to cosponsor with SLIS at least one SLA Click University presentation 
this fall. One of these programs in 2006 drew about 25 attendees, many non-SLA members. 
Bill Strickland will review the subjects available, one of the local chapter members will help 
arrange to hold it at LSU-BR. 
 
There was a discussion of reactivating chapter awards.  The meeting adjourned about 8:30.   
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 Ferol Foos, Secretary 
 
 

Summary of Treasurer’s Report 1/1/2007—8/1/2007 
 

Beginning Balance:  $3,846.55 
Ending Balance: $3,661.51 
Income from SLA disbursement: $1,125.00 
Payouts:  
   Conference Fees $844.83 
   Catering $747.21 
   Contributions $100.00 
   Bank Fees $48.00  


