
DC/SLA Chapter Notes | January 2004 1 

President’s Corner 
By Susan Fifer Canby, sfiferca@ngs.org 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
Welcome to 2004.  It always surprises me to make it through the threshold of each New Year.  
It was fun celebrating the holidays with YOU and our colleagues from DCLA and DC ASIST 
at the Arts Club – Barbara Folensbee-Moore and Sheryl Rosenthal did a super job putting an-
other festive evening for the 120 or so of us who attended.  Past presidents Sue O’Neill John-
son and Betty Landsman entertained us with a classical duet on piano and flute and then Sec-
ond Vice President Kristina Lively chimed in with some jolly holiday songs.   
 
By now most of you have ordered and received your new Washington Information Directory 
3rd edition, which describes all our libraries, listing the important phone numbers and collec-
tions that we share.  It is available from www.arealibraries.com.  Thanks go especially to co-
editors Eileen Deegan (DC/SLA), Amy Pass (LLSDC), and Mike Kolakowski (DCLA) for 
bringing this project to closure! 
 
Toward the close of the year, I had the opportunity to speak to two audiences.  On December 
11, I spoke to 150 military librarians who were holding their 40th international conference.  I 
chose the topic “Working the White Spaces (places on the organization chart that no one is 
responsible for)  – Redefining Our Roles in Organizations.”  It was great to see SLA President 
Cynthia Hill who had flown in from California to support this very important group of SLA.   
 
I also had the opportunity to give the commencement address to the CLIS winter graduation 
class on December 21 at the University of Maryland.  I spoke about the role of librarians as 
leaders and the importance of risk-taking.  Giving talks is a risk-taking business for me, but 
the value is that it makes me take the time to reflect on and articulate guiding principles. 
 
2004 is going to be a good year.  Nominations Chair Sue O’Neill Johnson and her committee 
are already gathering names of those willing to participate in the leadership of our chapter as 
Vice President, Second Vice President, Treasurer, and Director.  If you are interested in run-
ning for one of these positions or would like to get more involved, please email her at 
sueojohnson@msn.com. 
 
Meanwhile our current Vice President Sheryl Rosenthal will be promoting some interesting 
programs for our dance cards.  For instance: 
 

January 20: Database Creation and Design 
March 23: Career Transition Day 
April 19: International Librarians’ Day 

 
With some of you I will be participating in the Leadership Development meeting in Albuquer-
que January 21-24.  For those of you who won’t be there, I will report on the implications and 
decisions of that meeting in my next column.  Until then – I wish you well. 
 
Susan  
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Special points of interest: 
 
Check out the new products and ser-
vices from: 
 
 Capcon 
 Dialog 
 EOS International 
 InfoCurrent 
 Library Associates 
 PTFS, Inc. 
  
Check us out on the Web 
http://www.sla.org/chapter/cdc/ 
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Special Libraries Association assumes no re-
sponsibility for the statements and 
opinions advanced by the contribu-
tors to SLA’s publications.  Edito-
rial views do not necessarily repre-
sent the official views of SLA.  

Acceptance of advertisement does not imply 
endorsement of the product by SLA. 
 
Subscriptions: 
Chapter Notes is free to DC/SLA members.  
Subscriptions to non-members are available at 
$10 per year. 
 
Advertising: 
Advertising rates effective September 1997 are: 
$95—1/4 page; $175—1/2 page; $290—full 
page.  For information regarding advertisements, 
contact the DC/SLA Chapter Notes Business 
Manager: 
 
Kelley Weber, Surface Transportation Board 
Phone: 202-565-1668 
Email: weberk@stb.dot.gov 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE: 
Monday, January 19th is the deadline for ma-
terials which can be included in the February 
2004 issue.  The issue is distributed approxi-
mately three weeks after the deadline.  The pre-
ferred submission format is a Word document 
sent via email. 
 
Materials for Chapter Notes should be sent to 
the Editor: 
 
Cynthia Holt 
The Gelman Library 
George Washington University 
2130 H Street NW 
Washington, DC 20052 
Phone: 202-994-1352 
Email: holt@gwu.edu 
 
Event announcements should also be submit-
ted electronically to the: 
 
Listserv Moderator: 
Kelley Weber, Surface Transportation Board 
Phone: 202-565-1668 
Email: weberk@stb.dot.gov 
 
DC/SLA Internet Committee: 
Frederik Heller 
Phone: 202-383-1157 
Email: fheller@realtors.org 
 
Send address changes for Chapter Notes to: 
 
SLA Headquarters 
ATTN: Address/Name Changes 
1700 18th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20009-2508 

 

 
Submitted by Kenlee Ray, 
KenleeR@aol.com 
 
On November 15, I and a few other DC/
SLA members participated in Citizen's 
Summit III, a day long "town hall" for DC 
residents to help shape the District's an-
nual spending priorities and legislative 
initiatives.   
 
Not knowing what to expect I soon found 
that "town hall" was a loose description of 
the process.  When I arrived at the new 
Convention Center I received a folder 
with the number 185 on it and was di-
rected to table 185 in the main hall -- a 
lively scene of bands, coffee, donuts and 
booths touting the services of various DC 
agencies and nonprofits.  Since I was at-
tending to support the restoration of funds 
to carry out capital improvement plans for 
DC branch libraries, I was pleased to see 
that the Public Library had a great display. 
 
There were approximately 200 round ta-
bles in the hall with 8-12 participants at 
each table.  Eventually folks settled down 
at their tables and got to know their table-
mates.  My group included 2 senior citi-
zens worried about the rising cost of their 
drugs, a high school senior in need of 
money for college, an Assistant US Attor-
ney, a Ward 5 resident tired of the aban-
doned cars on her block, a GW professor 
concerned about the homeless, and a 
newsletter editor outraged that 1 in 3 DC 
residents lives below the poverty level. 
 
When the summit finally started, we dis-
covered that we would be discussing pro-
gram options for each of five major 
themes: Providing Quality Education; 
Expanding Opportunities for Residents 
(Jobs/Housing/Healthcare) and Making 
Neighborhoods Safer.  Each theme had 3-
5 program options that were discussed at 
each table in the following manner: First 
each participant gave his/her thoughts on 
the option and rated them, secondly each 
table reached a consensus of the priority 
of each option, and finally the table voted 
electronically on the options.  At the end 
of the day, the results were tallied and 
presented to the whole Summit, and most 
participants left thinking in a different 
way about the challenges the District and 
their fellow citizens face. 
 

A Day at the DC Summit 
How does one speak up for DC school and 
public libraries when there are no "open 
mike" opportunities, and when restoring 
the funding of the Public Library is not 
one of the options under the major 
themes? 
 
1) By "mini-elevator" speeches linking 

libraries to as many options as possi-
ble.  For instance, pointing out that 
library programs encouraging reading 
to children is part of beginning the 
education process in early childhood, 

2) By "targeted" small talk, and 
3) By writing in comments on the 

evaluation forms.  It's too bad that 
there weren't enough librarians in 
attendance to have one at each table. 

 
As this goes to press, the DC Community 
Outreach Coordinator is finalizing plans 
for bringing the Summit results to the in-
dividual wards.  You will still have an 
opportunity to be heard on the issue of 
importance of public library funding in the 
District of Columbia at the ward level.  
The details should be posted on the 
Neighborhood Action web site so keep an 
eye out for meetings in your ward:  http://
neighborhoodaction.dc.gov/
neighborhoodact/site/default.asp 
 
The District now expects to get a windfall 
of $190 million and the DC Council and 
Mayor will be debating what to do with 
the extra money.  This is the perfect time 
to write the Council and ask them to in-
crease the DC Public Library's budget to 
1% of the overall city budget. 

Member News 
Submitted by Sharon Lenius, 
Sharon.Lenius@ngbcio.ngb.army.mil 
 
Kee Malesky, NPR Librarian: Kee 
Malesky is a librarian whose name is 
repeated at the end of many National 
Public Radio programs.  Read her pro-
fessional biography and never again 
wonder if it's "Key," "Kee," or "Keem." 
http://www.npr.org/about/people/bios/
kmalesky.html 
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Submitted by Mary Ellen Bates, 
mbates@batesinfo.com 
 
Just a day in the life of a web researcher -- 
this time I was asked to find local cover-
age of a recent case of product tampering.  
I started out with the usual suspects, in-
cluding a search of the large news sources, 
such as news.google.com, 
news.altavista.com, and news.yahoo.com.  
Newsisfree.com is another good choice, 
although the search function only looks 
for the words in the headline.  However, it 
includes some news-related blogs as well 
as the more traditional news sources -- a 
useful feature when looking for consumer-
oriented news such as a product tampering 
case. 
 
My next approach was to go directly to 
the newspapers in the town where the inci-
dent occurred.  There are a number of 
directories of newspapers, organized by 
location.  I usually start with the directory 
of newspaper directories maintained by 

Research Tip of the Month: I Heard The News Today, Oh Boy 

the Open Directory Project, which you can  
get to at directory.google.com/Top/News/
Newspapers/Directories/ or dmoz.org/
News/Newspapers/Directories/  In this 
project, I also made a point to look for 
weekly business journals, on the assump-
tion that they would cover this type of 
news closely.  You can find your city's 
business journal through 
www.bizjournals.com or newslink.org/
biznews.html. 
 
I could also have consulted Gary Price's 
NewsCenter (www.freepint.com/gary/
newscenter.htm) for an almost over-
whelming collection of links to news re-
sources such as wire services, government 
agencies, and selected newspapers' web 
site. 
 
Then, I remembered Radio-Locator 
(www.radio-locator.com).  I first started 
using this site when I found that my radio 
couldn't pick up the local classical music 
station.  Instead, I now use Radio-Locator 

to identify other classical stations that 
offer a streaming media version of their 
broadcast.  My current favorite is KING-
FM, although I'm still getting used to 
hearing the Seattle weather forecasts and 
wondering why they are predicting a light 
drizzle when it's freezing cold and snow-
ing outside my window in Colorado.  
 
In any event, Radio-Locator is a handy 
source for locating the web sites for radio 
stations within a city or state, as well as 
searching by format (farm(!), jazz, public 
radio, etc.).  Radio-Locator, formerly the 
MIT List of Radio Stations on the Inter-
net, includes listings of stations in over 
100 countries, including a blues station in 
Antarctica and Radio Nepal. 
 
So, continuing my research on local cov-
erage of that product tampering case, I 
looked up the radio stations in the state I 
was interested in, and clicked through to 
each of the news, business, talk and public 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Erratum 
In the December 2003 Kitty Scott pro-
file, the bullet, 
 
a. The Saudi Arabian Governments Sci-
ence Attaché wanted to build a privately-
funded science center on espionage; 
Kitty recommended they turn a clipping 
service into a library archive, which later 
became the current Spy Museum. 
 
should be replaced by, 
 
a.   The Saudi Arabian Governments 
Science Attaché wanted to build a pri-
vately-funded science center 
b.  An espionage group had a clipping 
service which we recommended they 
turn into a library archive, which later 
became the current International Spy 
Museum. 

radio stations in the area.  I found both 
current coverage of the event and a couple 
of stations that provided an archive of 
their news stories going back several 
weeks.  Bingo! 
 
After that, I headed over to PublicRadio-
Fan.com, a directory of -- yes -- public 
radio stations around the world. As with  
Radio-Locator, you can search by loca-
tion, click through to the station's web 
site, and then browse any available  
archives.  One of the advantages of public 
radio stations is that, while they cover 
fewer stories than commercial news  
radio, the stories are often five or ten min-
utes long.  They usually interview acade-
micians, industry observers, or govern-
ment experts, whom I can then contact for 
a follow-up conversation. 
 
After this, of course, I ran a search in a 
couple of the fee-based online services 
(Factiva, Dialog, LexisNexis) to make 
sure I had covered all the electronic 
sources I could.   
All told, I gathered a good collection of 

(Continued from page 3) 
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the news coverage of this case, most 
from sources my client would not have 
thought to check. 
 
If you want to read more about finding 

radio stations on the web, check out the 
article in the April 17, 2003 issue of Free 
Pint, a great fortnightly newsletter for 
info pros and researchers. 
www.freepint.com/

Call for Nominations 
Submitted by Sue O. Johnson, 
sueojohnson@msn.com 
 
The Nominations Committee seeks your 
recommendations for nominations for 
elected DC/SLA Chapter positions.  
The five positions up for election this 
year are: First Vice President, President 
Elect; Second Vice President; Director; 
Recording Secretary; and Corresponding 
Secretary.  Please send your recommen-
dations (and that can include yourself) 
before the next Chapter meeting, Mon-
day Jan. 5th to Sue O'Neill Johnson, 
Chair of the Nominations Committee: 
sueojohnson@msn.com.  The election 
will take place in March 2004.  



Member Profile: What Keeps Mary Running? 

Submitted by Sue O’Neill Johnson, 
sueojohnson@msn.com 
 
Mary Feldman is 83 years young, and her 
phone continues to ring with opportunities 
for cataloging, both volunteer and pay.  
She feels guilty about  marking her SLA 
membership form “retired”!  Although a 
bit hard of hearing now, she is otherwise 
robust, uses the Metro, and can take short 
walks to destinations in her trademark 
Takoma Park-style sandals.  You will see 
her at a great many of DC/SLA and 
DCLA gatherings.  She has had a long and 
productive career, and has maintained a 
successful freelance career since 1983.  
She credits the legendary late Dr. Eliza-
beth Stone, her best friend, for the inspira-
tion and quality of her career.  So much of 
her work, her opportunities and her sup-
port came from Dr. Stone, who emphati-
cally encouraged her to go after opportu-
nities, and to belong to organizations.  
Their friendship lasted almost fifty years 
until Dr. Stone’s death in March, 2002.  

Mary is divorced, and raised four chil-
dren in Takoma Park, where she still 
lives.  Today she is the grandmother of 
five and the great grandmother of six.   

Left to right: Jo, Steve, Mary, Mickey, and Judy 

All of her children have worked in 
libraries and book stores; one, Jo, is 
the librarian at the Exploratorium, a 

(Continued on page 7) 
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children’s museum in San Francisco.  Her 
son, Steve, lives in this area, and Mary 
frequently visits her other children in San 
Francisco, Victoria British Columbia, and 
Nova Scotia. 
 
Catholic University 
It was as a library student at Catholic Uni-
versity that Mary met and worked for 
Dean Elizabeth Stone, who began mentor-
ing and teaching her.  Mary’s affiliation 
with Catholic continued long after her 
graduation; she taught OCLC and catalog-
ing there for almost twenty years!  She is a 
past member of the Alumni Board, and 
was Editor of the Alumni Forum Quar-
terly Newsletter for nine years. 
 
Career Highlights 
♦ Dr. Stone helped her land her first job, 
Head of Technical Services, Trinity Col-
lege Library Washington, DC (she was 
there for ten years). 
♦ The best job of her career was at the 
U.S. Department of Transportation from 
1974-1982 she was Cataloger, Head of 
Cataloging and Head of Reference.  This 
was one of first libraries outside of Ohio 
to use OCLC. 
♦ She cataloged important collections (for 
the NY Library of Medicine, Foreign Ser-
vice Institute of the U.S. State Depart-
ment, and St. Francis College in Brook-
lyn, for example) in WordPerfect, OCLC, 
CATME, Inmagic and Word. 
 
Recent Freelance Work 
♦ She has cataloged for the American 
Health Care Association. 
♦ She currently continues the work of Dr. 
Stone as Librarian for the Presbyterian 
Church Library, where she has just cata-
loged over 900 books. 
♦ She currently catalogs books for the 
First Baptist Church Library. 
 
Association Highlights 
♦ SLA, DC Chapter: A Past President of 
DC/SLA; won the Chapter’s Distin-
guished Service Award twice; and is a 
Past Editor of Chapter Notes. 
♦ SLA Divisions: A Past President and 
Secretary/ Treasurer of the Transportation 
Division; A Past Secretary of the former 
Documentation Division. 
♦  DCLA: Honorary Life Member; A 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Past Membership Chair; Editor of Inter-
com Newsletter for twenty years. 
♦ ALA: A Past Editor, Bulletin of Inde-
pendent Librarians Round Table; A Past 
Editor of CLENE (Continuing Library 
Education Network and Exchange) for six 
years; Member of  Association of Liber-
ated Librarians (now ILEX). 
♦ The Catholic Library Association: A 
Past National Legislative Chair and Col-
lege/University Chair for Maryland and 
DC. 
♦  Iota Chapter, Beta Phi Mu: A Past 

(Continued from page 7) 

Richard Apgood 
Karen S. Bradley 
Julian Clark 
Christopher Damrosch 
Beth David-Brown 
Jeffrey Elliott 
Elizabeth Fagin 

Welcome New Members! 

President and Past Secretary 
 
Why does Mary actively participate in 
DC/SLA and DCLA? 
She attends programs and receptions to 
learn and because she likes the  people.  
She is especially interested in programs 
about anything to do with cataloging and 
metadata.  If there were more programs 
in Maryland or nearby Virginia, she 
would attend more. 
 
Get in touch with Mary at  
mkfeldman@starpower.net 

Submitted by Jill Konieczko, jkonieczko@usnews.com 
 
Please welcome the following new members to the DC/SLA Chapter: 

Jennifer Gelman 
Mark Gordon 
Gretchen M. Gueguen 
Rachel Horoschak 
Sevda I. Karimova 
Rita Keener 
Paula A. Larich 

Lucy Park 
Tracy Peoples 
Angela Prikockis 
Ryan Shepard 


